(Please note that the meetings now start at 6:15! Pizza at 6.)
The SEATTLE ACCESS Newsletter
June 13, 2006 Meeting
Tonight’s Drawings …  
Sponsored by Microsoft Usability Study. Check out the hot profiles to see if you fit into a current study. Do you own a tablet PC, a smart phone, a PC media center or …

Here’s Your Chance to Let Someone Else do the Legwork …
Twenty two years …  two hundred and twenty miles … Four thousand four hundred dollars
       What’s 2 days on a bike compared to 22 years in wheel chair?
In honor of my brother, I’m raising money to cure paralysis by riding further than the STP by riding 10 miles for every year that Kirk has suffered from quadriplegia.

I need your help to send at least $4,400 to Spinal Cord Society research to cure paralysis (Details below. Receipts are available at the meetings and by email.)
Donations matched in June!!!  Please Pledge Now!

Read All About it … 
Even if you don’t have time to read the entire newsletter, PLEASE review the Notices and Events for time sensitive opportunities ;-)

** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** **
Our Goal: 
Seattle Access welcomes Access users and developers of ALL levels. Our meetings provide a welcoming atmosphere that fosters networking and professional development. This is a great forum for asking questions and sharing solutions involving Access, integration with other applications and developing for the future! In addition to technical presentations, the questions and discussions provide opportunities to see alternative approaches and to solve current challenges. 
Please invite a friend, a co-worker or a student who is just learning about Access. Let people know that they can be part of a growing community of Access users. Remember, friendly support is available at all meetings!

First things first … Please remember to sign in when you arrive; then join us for pizza and beverages.

Newsletter Bookmarks:
Notices
Downloads
Security
Resource Tips
Location        Quinalt Room, Building 34, Microsoft Redmond Campus,
                        159th Ave NE, Redmond
Second Tuesday of the Month, 6:15 – 9:30 PM
Acknowledgments

Please note that the meeting now starts at 6:15. Pizza delivery should be just after 6. 

Tonight’s Topics:
Backup and Recovery  --  Geoff Griffith
A chain is only as strong as the weakest link. Similarly, even the best Access solution is susceptible to hardware and software interferences. As developers and consultants, one of our best strategies is to have good back-up and recovery procedures. 
Geoff Griffith, one of our favorites on the Microsoft Access Team, will share some of the tools and processes that he uses to back-up and to restore files and systems.

Beginner’s Corner: 
Teresa’s Restaurant – Enhancing Forms by Rob Cooper
PLEASE send your suggestions and questions. Download the files and let us know what you want to learn.
This is YOUR project from design to deployment. Each session will include a step-by-step walk through of selected tasks as well as a discussion of the related best practices and preferences. This month, Rob will show us some more tools and techniques used with forms.  
The files from April and May are available for download from the Seattle Access Group site … Teresa’s Restaurant ;~}  Hey, the group named it, not me!! ;-)  

Upcoming Presentations:

SAG July 11th – Easy Techniques to Leverage your Skills -- David Antonsen 

David will show us some of the things he does to make applications easier to use. Things such as when and how to use Select Case statements to get what you want; getting more out of combo boxes; and more. David will show us how easy it is to incorporate these tools into our apps.


PNWADG June 20 ---  Building 34, 6:15
Tom Wickerath – Analyzing Database Performance
Tom will demonstrating Access tools and techniques to analyze and improve the performance of your database. We frequently have questions and talk about database performance and JetShowPlan. Now, we’re going to learn when and how to use the tools that Access provides.
Tom is a long time member of both Access groups and one of the newest Access MVPs. 

NOTICES and Events: (top)
Ride for a Cure …
Most of you know how dedicated I am to Spinal Cord Society’s research to cure paralysis. How could you miss my annual recruiting for the golf tournament? Well, this year is even more special because I am raising money in my brother’s honor. This being Kirk’s twenty-second year as a quadriplegic, I will ride 220 miles and raise over $4,400 for SCS. Every dollar will go to fund research to cure paralysis. 

It was only with your support and encouragement that I made it to the summit of Mt. Rainier. Now, I am asking you to support me in a very special cause. Every year, hundreds of people suffer injuries or diseases that cause severe neurological damage. They do not deserve a life sentence to a wheel chair or other debilitation.
This is our chance, together we will make a difference.  

Email your pledge … Visit my ride site …  Ask About Corporate Match … 
Can you help with gear, accommodations for Saturday or a ride home on Sunday, July 16th?

In addition to being tax deductible, your donation will feel REALLY GOOD because this is personal investment. This isn’t a letter in the mail or a box on your payroll deductions. It’s ME, and I’m working hard to raise money and awareness. Major advancements are being made in many areas. For example, people are literally training their nerves to make their bodies walk again. Just imagine how it must feel to stand after being restricted to a wheelchair! YOUR donation will help make dreams a reality.

On behalf of my brother and the thousands of others who deserve to move freely, I ask for your support. 
DONATIONS are MATCHED in June!!! Leverage your pledge, please donate now! 

Windows Vista Beta Released – June 8, 2006
Get your test machines ready because you’ll want to start learning, using and enjoying Windows Vista. Vista is scheduled for public release in January 2007, but you can start using the developer beta now. For information about Vista, system requirements and to download or order the DVD, visit
www.microsoft.com/windowsvista/getready/default.mspx

Windows Live OneCare …  because we care ;-)
Finally, a package deals that covers your bases .. or make that PC’s. Windows OneCare provides virus protection, firewalls, file back-ups, and even improves performance. You can purchase from Microsoft or look for it with rebates at several computer stores. Learn more at www.windowsonecare.com/Default.aspx 

Connect to the Access Team – Report Bugs and Suggestions 
Through the SAG and PNWADG, you have an exclusive invitation to participate in the pilot program for submitting bugs and suggestions to Microsoft. Not only do we get a direct connection with the Access team, but our groups are also helping to shape this tool for its world debut! 
I often hear people say that they wish they could talk to one of the Access people. Well, this is your opportunity to do just that. So, if you have are convinced that you’ve identified an unreported bug or you have suggestions for new features not in 2003, then please email Teresa to see if you qualify to participate in the Microsoft Connect program.  

Start Previewing Office 2007
The new beta of 2007 Microsoft Office System has also shipped. You can get the bits to try out from the Office Web site <http://go.microsoft.com/?linkid=4970702>.

Check out the new UI and other great features coming in the 2007 Microsoft 
Office 2007 will have seven packaging options. Check the list to see which of the three professional versions you want.  www.microsoft.com/office/preview/info/suites.mspx
Office System. www.microsoft.com/office/preview/default.mspx 
See a video on the new UI www.microsoft.com/office/preview/ui/demo.mspx

The Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group (PNWADG) also welcomes you … 
The PNWADG meets the third Tuesday of each month. You can join the notification list at www.PNWADG.org You may also read and print meeting announcements from there – so missing an email of the announcement is NO excuse for missing a meeting … Visit the site and keep up with the topics.
Everyone is welcome! Members, guests, friends, co-workers … Invite them all … The meetings are typically held in Building 34 on the Redmond Microsoft Campus. See you about 6 PM!

Please let others know about the Access SIG – share your announcement! 
The Access SIG provides a friendly, comfortable environment that facilitates the technical and professional advancement of Access users and developers.

DOWNLOADS and Other New Stuff: (top)
Since many of you are experimenting with express versions and .NET ventures, I want to share some great links in those areas as well.  

Access 2007 Product Guide …
Read about the new features and see how you can use them to leverage your time and data. After that, download the Office beta and ENJOY! 

www.microsoft.com/office/preview/programs/access/guide.mspx

SQL Server 2005 Books Online (Update May 2006)
The FREE documentation and tutorials are the main source of documentation for SQL Server 2005. Check back for future updates.  
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=be6a2c5d-00df-4220-b133-29c1e0b6585f&DisplayLang=en

Unwrap and Enjoy …   The New Office Ribbon 

Learn to use Office 2007’s new user interface from a 30 minute video. Of course, you’ll need to be using 2007 Microsoft Office system beta 2 in order to use the Ribbon and group commands for quick and easy use.  Note … Office 2007 training courses are only available for computers with Office 2007 Beta installed.  Articles and training on the Ribbon http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/ms376611.aspx
Windows Defender2 Beta … Download available since 4/12/2006
Protect your computer against spyware, pop-ups and other performance drains. http://g.msn.com/mh_mshp/98765?FBBD0952&http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=435bfce7-da2b-4a6a-afa4-f7f14e605a0d&DisplayLang=en&&HL=Windows+Defender+Beta+2&CM=PopularPicks&CE=popDownloads
IE ActiveX Update May Affect Your Customers (updated 5/5/06)
Be prepared for updates to Internet Explorer 6.0 Service Pack 2 and to Microsoft Windows Server 2003 Service Pack 1. These updates could impact the functionality of certain ActiveX controls. Web masters will be happy to know that some skilled programmers have provided a free work around that can be loaded onto your websites to restore the one click touch. (BRAVO!!! Let’s hear it for free enterprise!) 
 www.microsoft.com/technet/security/advisory/912945.mspx
Read the KB article http://support.microsoft.com/kb/912945
Info about ActiveX controls http://msdn.microsoft.com/library/default.asp?url=/workshop/author/dhtml/overview/activating_activex.asp
Free work around for web sites: www.fastobjectfix.com

Download or Order Virtual Server 2005 R2 Enterprise Edition for Free
ok … this may only interest a few of you. But it only takes a few lines, so it seems fair ;-)
Are your customers looking to tap the under-utilized capacity of their IT systems? Help them implement virtualization technology to consolidate multiple workloads and make more efficient use of their hardware resources. Download your free copy of Virtual Server 2005 R2 Enterprise Edition today.  Product CD is NOW available!!
www.microsoft.com/windowsserversystem/virtualserver/software/default.mspx#EYB    

MSDN magazine is available online …

An excellent, searchable resource. You can check out back issues, download articles and source code. Check it out at          http://msdn.microsoft.com/msdnmag

Lunch break?  That’s plenty of time for an Express Lab

Virtual Labs Express provide 30-minute overviews of Microsoft products and developer tools. These free labs are the fastest and easiest way to try them out. No need to become an expert, but at least learn about what the programs can do.

http://msdn.microsoft.com/virtuallabs/express/

KB 916780 SQL Server – Change a Column using ALTER TABLE
Change in inevitable, so it can be exceedingly frustrating when it causes a variety of unpredictable problems. Such as when you try to change a column of a table by using the ALTER TABLE statement --  KB 916780 responds to BUG #: 430307 (SQLBUDT)  http://support.microsoft.com/?kbid=916780

Microsoft Windows Malicious Software Removal Tool (KB890830) (4/11/2006)
This tool checks your computer for infection by specific, prevalent malicious software (including Blaster, Sasser, and Mydoom) and helps to remove the infection if it is found. Microsoft will release an updated version of this tool on the second Tuesday of each month.

www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=ad724ae0-e72d-4f54-9ab3-75b8eb148356&DisplayLang=en 

RESOURCE TIPS:  (top)
A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance are www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Check out http://www.microsoft.com/office/community/en-us/FlyoutOverview.mspx for a comprehensive display topics. You may also find what you are looking for by using http://groups.google.com or try www.google.com/microsoft.html for Microsoft related pages or by setting multiple search criteria at www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en. 

Get Help When You Need It:
Available 24/7 on the Web! The Office Online Web site offers dynamically updated Help and online training-plus downloads, templates, and clip art-for new and previous versions of Office. Check this out at: http://office.microsoft.com/

Microsoft Office System Webcasts  -- Win an MP3 Player
Attend a live Microsoft Office System webcast and submit an evaluation and you could win an MP3 player.
www.microsoft.com/events/series/officesystemwebcasts.mspx

Get it Done with Access … Microsoft’s Online Tutorials
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/FX011204921033.aspx

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

Conrad Systems Development   --- CSD Tools Version 2.0
Jeff Conrad, Access MVP, offers an Access Add-In for documenting your database objects. 
http://home.bendbroadband.com/conradsystems/accessjunkie/csdtools.html

DYNAMIC LINK LIBRARY ARTICLE by Mark Liron, MVP
Learning more about DLL’s is right in line with several of our topics requested for 2006. www.updatexp.com/dynamic-link-library.html

The OFFICIAL MS Access Blog!  http://blogs.msdn.com/access

The Seattle Access site.  You will also want to check the Links and Downloads pages of the SeattleAccess.org 

HOW TO FIND US:  (top)
Building 34, The Quinalt Room  --
From 520, take the 40th ST exit – move to the right. Turn right onto 40th St, but don’t go to the curb lane. Go through the intersection with 156th Ave and then turn right onto 159th Ave NE. (that is the first possible right into Microsoft’s campus). Building 34 is the second building on the left. Turn left into the first or second parking drive. Directions and a map are posted on the Seattle Access web site.

PARKING AND SECURITY: 
A couple of minor requests that allow us to use the excellent accommodations offered by Microsoft.
Please sign in as soon as you enter the building. If you drive, you need to register your car in addition to signing the meeting roster. See note to Drivers.
Security: Attendees need to bring photo ID and the first page of this meeting announcement or the meeting agenda from the web site. Having the Agenda with you will allow security to let you into the building. Exterior doors at Microsoft are locked. Since a host must let people in, it is helpful if everyone arrives between 6:00 and 6:15. 
Drivers: When you enter the building, you will need to register your vehicle by providing the make, model, year, color, and license information. There should be ample parking directly in front of Building 34.

AKNOWLEDGEMENTS: (top)
Thanks to Armen Stein, president of J Street Technology, Inc., for serving as our guru and mentor. At J Street Technology, Armen heads up a team of talented database application developers. In addition to being a co-author of Access 2003 VBA Programmer’s Reference, Armen has written articles for Access/Office/VB Advisor and Smart Access. He taught Access at BCC and SCCC, offers his own seminars and is a key presenter at various conferences. Armen can be reached at Armen@JStreetTech.com or 425-869-0797.  

Thanks to Teresa Hennig, owner/developer Data Dynamics NW.  Data Dynamics NW provides data management solutions for all types of businesses. We specialize in helping organizations efficiently manage, utilize and profit from their data. Teresa enjoys working with her clients and collaborating with other developers to match project needs with developer expertise. For consultations and development assistance, please contacts Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com or 206-931-0541. All referrals are greatly appreciated!

Advisor Media, www.Advisor.com, is the publisher of numerous magazines, journals and training CDs and sponsor of conferences and seminars. Advisor Media has provided several copies of Access VB SQL Advisor Magazine, and some gift certificates.

DBI Technologies, Inc. provides first class Active X components. DBI offers a 20% discount to members. (Please contact Teresa for details on obtaining the discount.) DBI is providing some of their components for review. You can learn more about their products and download full trial versions at www.dbi-tech.com 

FMS offers a variety of high quality products to assist the Access developer including the magazine Access-VB-SQL Advisor. Be sure to check out their site to learn about their new tools. AND, stay tuned for a review of Total Access Analyzer 2003! If you haven’t migrated to 2003, then you might want to check out the upgrade for Access 2002. FMS also offers a 10% discount to the Access SIG group. Remember to identify yourself as an Access SIG member when placing your order. What a great way to be reimbursed for your membership! Please let Teresa know that you are taking advantage of the group special. We are trying to track the support that we give to our sponsors.

Tableau Software!! -- Providing Business Intelligence software that enables users to visually query and interpret the data in databases.  Through “visual analysis,” users transform raw data into smart decisions. Their drag and drop process creates vivid, interactive visualizations. Request a trial version and see how easily YOU can INSTANTLY compose a picture that unveils the meaning behind the data. www.tableausoftware.com  
Thanks Tableau -- for providing the PIZZA at our meetings! 

Microsoft and our amazing hosts from the Access Team!!! In addition to having representatives at all of our meetings, Microsoft staff have provided excellent presentations, answered many of our questions, sponsored several drawings, and put us at the top of the list for participating in Usability Studies. Not only that, they solicit our opinions about desired features, frustrating problems and technical challenges. This is Amazing Support!! Many Thanks to the Microsoft Access Team, the Usability Study Group, Mindshare and all our other contacts at Microsoft!!!! 

If you would like to participate in a Usability Study, be sure to sign up on line --- www.microsoft.com/usability . When signing up online, please note that the site was "Found via a user group"!!! This link is also posted on the Access SIG web site – along with any special studies that we may be able to promote! It certainly is nice to have the inside track.

Annual Dues 
Seattle Access has a calendar year dues system. A mere $30 provides full member benefits from January through December. For most people, paying dues is more of an indication that you find value in the meetings, newsletters, website and networking. As always, dues are voluntary and are used towards group expenses. (pssst … drawings are for members only…) Please make checks payable to Teresa Hennig; include Seattle Access and the member name on the memo line. Dues may be paid at the meeting or mailed to Teresa Hennig  18521 64th PL NE Kenmore, WA 98028-7915

For additional information about the Access SIG and our meetings, please visit www.SeattleAccess.org  We are always seeking sponsors and speakers to keep the meetings as interesting and beneficial as possible. Please share your suggestions by contacting Teresa 
I hope to see you about 6 on Tuesday.

Teresa Hennig
President, Seattle Access 
Microsoft Access Most Valuable Professional

DataDynamicsNW.com
Data Management Solutions
18521 64th PL NE
Kenmore, WA 98028-7915
206-931-0541

If you would prefer not to receive Seattle Access announcements, please send your request to Teresa. Please specify which email address should be removed from the Seattle Access email list.
This is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights.  Copyright 2004-2006 Teresa Hennig
