The SEATTLE ACCESS Newsletter
June 12th  2007 Meeting
We have some excellent topics this evening, so please make plans to join us at 6 for pizza and networking.
** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** **
Our Goal: 
Seattle Access welcomes Access users and developers of ALL levels. Our meetings provide a welcoming atmosphere that fosters networking and professional development. This is a great forum for asking questions and sharing solutions involving Access, integration with other applications and developing for the future! In addition to technical presentations, the questions and discussions provide opportunities to see alternative approaches and to solve current challenges. 
Please invite a friend, a co-worker or a student who is just learning about Access. Let people know that they can be part of a growing community of Access users. Remember, friendly support is available at all meetings!

First things first … Please remember to sign in when you arrive; then join us for pizza and beverages.  (We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests -- please give me 48 hours notice on special requests. We average 2 to 3 slices per person, but not everyone arrives early. So, please understand if your favorite toppings are already gone.)

Newsletter Bookmarks: 
Meeting Topics
Notices
Downloads
Security
Resource Tips
Location        Quinalt Room, Building 34, Microsoft Redmond Campus,
                        159th Ave NE, Redmond
Second Tuesday of every Month, 6:15 – 9:30 PM
Acknowledgements
MEETING DETAILS: (top)

DRAWINGS   Items provided by Advisor Media and Microsoft. 
SAG Beginner’s Corner: 
Upgrading Laptop Memory, Demo by Teresa Hennig

Wouldn’t it be nice if we could all get new laptops that could take advantage of the new features in Vista, Office 2007 or to work with larger data files or Virtual PC? Regretfully, that’s not always feasible. So, the next best thing might be to add memory. With most laptops, that typically entails a service fee to swap out the proprietary memory that isn’t supposed to be accessible to users. 

However, with the right memory and some good coaching, most of us can probably do it ourselves. Tonight’s demonstrations will certainly put that to the test because it will be the first time that I will disassemble the laptop --- and then I’m also expected to put it back together. Thankfully, Randy Weers will be on hand and Ken Jomsky, Comp Authority, will be on call. We figure that so many people are considering upgrades, that it would be a perfect opportunity to learn together and give you the confidence to consider it yourself.

Plan B will be an Access demo, TBD.

SAG Main Presentation:
Mike Sullivan Collecting Data via Email using Access 2007 
One of the great new features that Access 2007 introduces is the ability to collect and update data via email.  In this talk, Mike will give us an introduction to data collection.  Topics of discussion will include the basic requirements to get started, common situations when using data collection can save you a lot of data entry time, when to use an HTML form versus an InfoPath form, and more.  

The presentation will focus on using an auto-generated, embedded HTML form inside of an email.  Data collection sends an HTML or InfoPath form in an email message to a list of addresses requesting data.  The recipient then replies with the data and it’s automatically imported to the database.  So everything is contained within email – no web pages are necessary. This approach has its own pros and cons, which will also be discussed during the presentation.
Good applications for data collection are tallying bulk information (for example, send out an email to all attendees of the meeting, asking them to rate the presentations and provide comments), or updating information that a person “owns”, like contact info.  A company might use this process to take inventory of all the machines that are assigned to staff.  It reduces the grunt work and opportunities for errors during data entry.
Mike will also walk us through the entire process using several examples.
Mike has been a member of the Access test team for about a year, having recently received his Masters Degree in Computer Science from Cornell University.   Prior to that, he earned his undergraduate degree in Computer Science from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.

PNWADG June 19th
Eric Chang – Pivot Tables used in Forms and Reports
Eric will briefly discuss pivot table concepts to provide an overview about how to use them. He’ll then focus on how and why he leveraged pivot tables in Access to provide a nn alternative solution to standard reports or forms. And, to wrap things up, Eric will briefly discuss and highlight differences between Excel and Access pivot tables.

This will be an excellent opportunity to see a real-world application and the benefits of using Pivot Tables and Pivot Charts. 


After high school, Eric served 20 years in the Navy as Electronic Tech. He worked in computer retail during college, later as computer graphics, then as a software product manager. For the last five years, Eric has been database/website consultant (hmmm … must be modern math because that’s way to many years). He earned his MBA from UW and is MCAD certified. Currently, Eric has a small company with fellow PNWADG member Frank Wilson, WWW.DataAndDomains.com
Discussion Follow-Up – Performance and Corruption Issues

At the May 15th PNWADG meeting, George Hepworth was seeking suggestions to resolve a performance issue. A combination of changes reduced the process time from about 20 minutes to less than 3 minutes. George will be sharing his notes and lessons learned.  He also found some useful information in Microsoft’s support article #83450, http://support.microsoft.com/?id=834350
PNWADG July 17th
Ribbon Customization (Main Presentation), Rob Cooper

Learn about customizing the UI in Access 2007. Rob will demonstrate how to create QATs, Quick Access Tool Bars, custom tabs, groups and buttons and how to personalize controls.

Rob is passionate about helping people to leverage and enjoy Access. He is a lead for the Access test team and co-author of our new book, “Access 2007 VBA Programmers Reference.”
Learn more about Ribbon customization in the VSTO area of MSDN … 
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/office/aa905533.aspx 
PNWADG August 21st
Tim Getsch – Access 2007 Access Developer Extension (ADE) and Access 2007 Runtime
YEAH! The ADE for Access 2007 and the Access 2007 Runtime will be FREE downloads! Microsoft is providing developers with some incredibly powerful tools to help us create and distribute professionally packaged solutions. Tim, Access PM Lead, will demonstrate how easy it is to use and leverage the ADE and runtime features. In the interim, you can learn more about what’s to come from http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/office/bb229700.aspx   
NOTICES and Events: (top)
ITEC 2007; June 21 – 21 at Qwest Field Event Center, Seattle (April 2007)           
With twice as many sessions organized into six conference topics, you can tailor your agenda to your specific needs and interests. Register now to attend the sessions or to get a pass to the exp center. http://register03.exgenex.com/WebSite/index.aspx?S=50000084&C=70000087

Beware of Botnets – Turning PCs into Zombies; New Scientist, May 2005(May 2007)           
Web browsers may be downloading bot software that shuts down firewalls and takes over PCs. Read about preventative measures (or their ineffectiveness), counter measures and how to detect attacks. 

http://www.newscientisttech.com/channel/tech/mg19426026.000-web-browsers-are-new-frontline-in-internet-war.html 


Publisher 2007 – Free Trial Version (April 2007)
Publisher 2007 will have the familiar look from 2003, but it has great new features that make it easier than ever to incorporate business info and it has a wealth of new templates. And, when you’re ready to print, just save to PDF and send the file to your preferred printer or production center! Find out more about Publisher 2007 http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/publisher/HA100385691033.aspx 
Download a fully functional, 60 day trial version http://us1.trymicrosoftoffice.com/product.aspx?family=publisher&culture=en-US 

Annual Dues $30 …

Your annual dues help support the meeting amenities and presentations. And, they signify that you appreciate the value and benefit of the SAG. We welcome all members and guests, but only paid members may participate in drawings. Cash or checks are acceptable; please make checks payable to Teresa Hennig (SAG).

The Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group (PNWADG) also welcomes you … 
The PNWADG meets the third Tuesday of each month. You can join the notification list at www.PNWADG.org. You may also read and print meeting announcements from there – so missing an email of the announcement is NO excuse for missing a meeting … Visit the site and keep up with the topics.
Everyone is welcome! Members, guests, friends, co-workers … Invite them all … The meetings are typically held in Building 34 on the Redmond Microsoft Campus. See you about 6 PM!

DOWNLOADS and Other New Stuff: (top) 
Since many of you are experimenting with express versions and .NET ventures, I want to share some great links in those areas as well.  
Using Color to Create Powerful Presentations and Documents

Whether it’s in electronic format or printed media, the proper use of color can have a dramatic impact. Used properly, color can greatly improve a presentation; but the wrong colors and combinations can also be a serious detriment. 

Improving the UI means you have a better applications, see how you can create forms and reports that will have greater appeal and impact.  http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/word/HA100751121033.aspx 
Vista – The new Windows Experience Blog

The Windows Experience, the new blog from the Windows Vista team, focuses on the user experience of working Windows Vista. Topics range from making games better, working with photos, organizing files, and working with various devices. Blogger Brandon LeBlanc will share his experiences with Windows Vista http://windowsvistablog.com/blogs/windowsexperience/default.aspx  
Access Blog – by Erik Rucker

Stay tuned to the community … Erik shares tips about how to put the new features in Access to work for you. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, Erik’s blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.msdn.com/access/default.aspx 

Ribbon Customizations (June 2007)
Links to blogs and articles that will help with Ribbon customizations and other UI features, such as the custom task panes.  http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/office/aa905533.aspx 
Ric Lewis – Extending Access through Web Services(June 2007)
Ric gave us a quick demonstration to show us how easy it is to use Access to pull information from various web services. Ric’s presentation material and demos are posted on the Access blog sites listed here. 
http://blogs.msdn.com/clintcovington/archive/2007/03/12/how-to-pull-in-amazon-web-service-data-into-access-2007.aspx
http://blogs.msdn.com/clintcovington/archive/2007/02/20/web-service-discussion-and-sample-book-database-that-uses-amazon-s-web-services.aspx
RESOURCE TIPS:  (top)
A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance are www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Check out http://www.microsoft.com/office/community/en-us/FlyoutOverview.mspx for a comprehensive display topics. You may also find what you are looking for by using http://groups.google.com or try www.google.com/microsoft.html for Microsoft related pages or by setting multiple search criteria at www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en. 

Get Help When You Need It – Office Online:
Available 24/7 on the Web! The Office Online Web site offers dynamically updated Help and online training as well as downloads, templates, and clip art-for new and previous versions of Office. Check this out at: http://office.microsoft.com/

Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 

Access 2007 Product Guide …
Read about the new features and see how you can use them to leverage your time and data. After that, download the Office beta and ENJOY!   http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/access/FX100487571033.aspx 

MSDN magazine is available online …

An excellent, searchable resource. You can check out back issues, download articles and source code. Check it out at          http://msdn.microsoft.com/msdnmag

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

Conrad Systems Development   --- CSD Tools Version 2.0
Jeff Conrad, former Access MVP, and one of the newest members of the Access Test Team, offers an Access Add-In for documenting your database objects. 
http://www.accessmvp.com/JConrad/accessjunkie.html

The OFFICIAL MS Access Blog!  http://blogs.msdn.com/access

The Seattle Access site.  You will also want to check the Links and Downloads pages of the SeattleAccess.org 

HOW TO FIND US:  (top)
Building 34, The Quinalt Room  --
From 520, take the 40th ST exit – move to the right. Turn right onto 40th St, but don’t go to the curb lane. Go through the intersection with 156th Ave and then turn right onto 159th Ave NE. (that is the first right into Microsoft’s campus). Building 34 is the second building on the left. Turn left into the first or second parking lot entrance. Directions and a map are available from the Seattle Access web site.

PARKING AND SECURITY: 
A couple of minor requests that allow us to use the excellent accommodations offered by Microsoft.
Please sign in as soon as you enter the building. If you drive, you ALSO need to register your car. Security: Attendees need to bring photo ID and the first page of this meeting announcement or the meeting agenda from the web site. Having the Agenda with you will allow security to let you into the building. Exterior doors at Microsoft are locked. Since a host must let people in, it is helpful if everyone arrives between 6:00 and 6:15. 
Drivers: When you enter the building, you will need to register your vehicle by providing the Make, Model, Year, Color, and License information. There is typically ample parking it the lot shared by Buildings 34 and 35.

AKNOWLEDGEMENTS: (top)
Thanks to Armen Stein, president of J Street Technology, Inc., for serving as our guru and mentor. At J Street Technology, Armen heads up a team of talented database application developers. In addition to being a co-author of Access 2003 VBA Programmer’s Reference, Armen has written articles for Access/Office/VB Advisor and Smart Access. He taught Access at BCC and SCCC, offers his own seminars and is a key presenter at various conferences. Armen can be reached at Armen@JStreetTech.com or 425-869-0797.  

Thanks to Teresa Hennig, owner/developer Data Dynamics NW.  Data Dynamics NW provides data management solutions for all types of businesses. We specialize in helping organizations efficiently manage, utilize and profit from their data. Teresa enjoys working with her clients and collaborating with other developers to match project needs with developer expertise. For consultations and development assistance, please contacts Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com or 206-931-0541. All referrals are greatly appreciated!

ADVISOR Media provides technical resources, magazines, articles and events across the gamut of technologies and fields. Stay up to date with conferences and locations; visit http://advisorevents.com  Sign up for Microsoft Access Advisor, a monthly magazine packed with tips, code and information on new features and techniques. Advisor media is providing drawing items for our meetings and you can look forward to seeing some issues of Access Advisor.
FMS offers a variety of high quality products to assist the Access developer including the magazine Access-VB-SQL Advisor. Be sure to check out their site to learn about their new tools. AND, stay tuned for a review of Total Access Analyzer 2003! If you haven’t migrated to 2003, then you might want to check out the upgrade for Access 2002. FMS also offers a 10% discount to the Access SIG group. Remember to identify yourself as an Access SIG member when placing your order. What a great way to be reimbursed for your membership! Please let Teresa know that you are taking advantage of the group special. We are trying to track the support that we give to our sponsors.

Microsoft and our amazing hosts from the Access Team!!! In addition to having representatives at all of our meetings, Microsoft staff have provided excellent presentations, answered many of our questions, sponsored several drawings, and put us at the top of the list for participating in Usability Studies. Not only that, they solicit our opinions about desired features, frustrating problems and technical challenges. This is Amazing Support!! Many Thanks to the Microsoft Access Team, the Usability Study Group, Mindshare and all our other contacts at Microsoft!!!! 

If you would like to participate in a Usability Study, be sure to sign up on line --- www.microsoft.com/usability . When signing up online, please note that the site was "Found via a user group"!!! This link is also posted on the Access SIG web site – along with any special studies that we may be able to promote! It certainly is nice to have the inside track.

Annual Dues 
Seattle Access has a calendar year dues system. A mere $30 provides full member benefits from January through December. For most people, paying dues is more of an indication that you find value in the meetings, newsletters, website and networking. As always, dues are voluntary and are used towards group expenses. (pssst … drawings are for members only…) Please make checks payable to Teresa Hennig; include Seattle Access and the member name on the memo line. Dues may be paid at the meeting or mailed to Teresa Hennig  18521 64th PL NE Kenmore, WA 98028-7915

For additional information about the Access SIG and our meetings, please visit www.SeattleAccess.org  We are always seeking sponsors and speakers to keep the meetings as interesting and beneficial as possible. Please share your suggestions by contacting Teresa 
I hope to see you about 6 on Tuesday.

Cheers,
Teresa Hennig,
President, Seattle Access Group
Microsoft Access Most Valuable Professional

DataDynamicsNW.com
Data Management Solutions
18521 64th PL NE
Kenmore, WA 98028-7915
206-931-0541

If you would prefer not to receive Seattle Access announcements, please send your request to Teresa. Please specify which email address should be removed from the Seattle Access email list.
This is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights.  Copyright 2004-2006 Teresa Hennig
