The SEATTLE ACCESS GROUP Newsletter
September 14, 2010 Meeting
Hi,
♦ ♦ ♦ Items of Immediate Interest ♦ ♦ ♦
Nominations and Election for SAG President
The Seattle Access Group has one elected position, that of President. Please join us September 14th to nominate candidates. You may also send your nominations by email. 
Sept 14th --- the Main Presentation Will Start at 6:20 
To better accommodate tonight’s main presentation, we have revised the session timing so that the main presentation will start at 6:20. Q&A and the general sessions will follow the main presentation. 

Survey Says -- a brief summation of responses reviewed.

Meeting Night and Times will change in October  
Starting in October, both groups will meet on the same night and have sequential sessions. We will post the date on the Seattle Access Group web site and send out reminders. Please be sure to confirm the meeting night and update your calendars.
August Meeting Highlights 

SAG --Tuesday 6 PM Steptoe Room, Café for Building 40, 

Microsoft Redmond Campus
Main Presentation - Tips and Time Saving Techniques by Sanghu Gite
*** Augment your Reference Library ***
Monthly opportunities to select a book to review! By sharing your thoughts about a book, you can help others to choose books that fit their needs. We will have several books to choose from, so please check them out when you get to the meeting.   

Also available at group prices ...  a personalized copy of Teresa’s books. Email Teresa to pick a copy up at the meeting,
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Access 2010 Programmer’s Reference

By Teresa Hennig, Rob Cooper, Geoffrey Griffith and Jerry Dennison, contributors and editors, Armen Stein, Jeff Boyce, Albert Kallal, Doug Yudovich, Ben Clothier. Tips contributed from our esteemed colleagues Dane Miller, Garry Robinson, Steve Shapel, and Larry Strange.
Contact Teresa for a signed copy -- or order from Amazon with Teresa’s link.

Review: I have to say that you have surpassed yourself with the Access Programmer's Reference this time.  Very, very nice.  I usually use books like that for reference, to look up stuff when I have a question, but in this case I have literally been reading it in large chunks and finding it hard to put down.  Especially the new Access 2010 functionality, I have already learned heaps. 

So thanks a lot for that, I just wanted to let you know that I am mighty impressed with this one. :-)  Steve S. Access MVP
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Microsoft Access Small Business Solutions: State-of-the-Art Database Models for Sales, Marketing, Customer Management, and More Key Business Activities 
by Teresa Hennig, Truitt Bradly, Larry Linson, Leigh Purvis, Brent Spaulding 
Order at www.SeattleAccess.org or get a signed copy from Teresa ;~)

Looking forward to seeing you the 2nd and 3rd Tuesday of every month!
Teresa

First things first ... Please sign-in when you arrive at the meeting – Members, Guests, Presenter, Hosts - everybody ... ;~)
We hope you’ll join us at 6 for networking, pizza and beverages.  Membership dues help to cover the meeting costs; others are encouraged to donate $3 - $5.   (We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests -- please give me 48 hours notice on special requests. We average 2 to 3 slices per person, but not everyone arrives early. So, please understand if your favorite toppings are already gone.)
** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** **
Our Goal: 
The Seattle Access Group welcomes Access users and developers of all experience levels and interests. Our meetings provide a welcoming atmosphere that fosters networking and professional development. This is a great forum for asking questions and sharing tips and solutions that involve Access, integration with other applications and development for the future! In addition to technical presentations, the questions and discussions provide opportunities to see alternative approaches and to solve current challenges. 
Please invite a friend, a co-worker or a student who is just learning about Access. Let people know that they can be part of a growing community of Access users. Friendly support is available at all meetings. And, we ENCOURAGE you to bring a jump drive and files to demonstrate your suggestion or question.

Newsletter Bookmarks: 
Meeting Topics
Notices Downloads
Resource Tips
Location        
Steptoe Room, Café for Building 40, Microsoft Redmond Campus,
                           NE 31st St, Redmond      Second Tuesday of every Month, 6:15 ~ 9:00 PM

Acknowledgements

MEETING TOPICS:
Main Presentation
Time Saving Tips by Sanghu Gite, Microsoft Tester for Access  
We’ve all picked up some techniques that save us time or make things easier to do; and as we use them, they become such a habit that we tend to take-it-for granted that “everyone knows that.”  But as we recently saw, that isn’t the case. So, Sanghu is searching for and compiling more helpful time saving techniques, so that we can all get that extra little boost. In addition to the tips that Sanghu presents, we’ll also ask our membership to share some of their favorites. Remember, nothing is too trivial, and you shouldn’t assume that everyone knows what you know. Perhaps you have a sheet of keystroke shortcuts, click a table in the Relationship Window to open it, double click fields to add them to the query grid ... Let’s make it a group project to add as many tips as we can!


Sanghmitra "Sanghu" has been a member of the Microsoft Access Test team since October 2004. As a proponent of customer connection with Product groups, she has been a loyal liaison for the Microsoft Access team with the SAG and PNWADG user groups. Sanghu has a Masters in Comp. Science from the University of Arizona in Tucson and had completed 2 internships with Microsoft before starting full time with Access. Some her favorite areas of Access include Rich editing, Web Browser Control, layouts, templates and the new design experience for creating Web compatible databases.
Upcoming Presentations:  
Armen Stein, Access MVP and President of JStreet Technology.

Armen has offered to discuss architecture choices (Access, SQL, SharePoint, etc.) and/or demonstrate a simple Access 2010 web application.  
Your responses will determine the presentation focus, so please let me know via email or at the September meetings.
Deryl Miles, Access 2010 - Favorite New Features

Deryl will demonstrate some of his favorite new features in Access 2010 and explain how their benefits for developers and users. 
Rob Cooper, Microsoft BING - (former Access Tester)

As a member of the Microsoft Access test team, Rob has an intimate familiarity with many of the new features in Access 2007 and 2010, such as the Ribbon, macros, Backstage, and web controls. With his recent move to the BING team, Rob is expanding his expertise and can show us how to leverage web service API calls to issue queries to BING.  (topic is subject to change)
DIRECTIONS to the Café for Microsoft Building 40 --   
From SR 520 Eastbound ...  Exit NE 40th, Turn RIGHT onto NE 40th, and move into the far right lane. Turn RIGHT onto 156th NE - heading south (seems west).  Turn RIGHT onto NE 31st, and LEFT onto the drive for Buildings 41 and 40.  Turn RIGHT into the garage. The Café is between the two office buildings. Use the South West entrance to the Café; the doors that face building 40. If someone isn’t waiting to open the door, please look for and use the doorbell taped to the door. If you don’t see a doorbell, please use your keys to tap on the window. After entering the café, the STEPTOE Room is immediately on the right.   Maps are available at www.SeattleAccess.org

NOTICES and Events: (top)
SQL Anywhere and Spatial Data Webcast by Sybase  -- September 23rd 7 AM or 11 AM PDT (Sept 2010)
This free webcast will show you how SQL Anywhere 12 can help you capture, use and share location-based data.  http://marketing.ianywhere.com/forms/Spatial101?elq=035deedeac6a4d25b851e3560dbd1876

WindowsITPro Webinar -  Server Backup and Recovery - September 24, 9 am PDT  (Sept 2010)
Discussion of the demands placed on your backup solution and the top methods for meeting current and future backup needs. https://www.vconferenceonline.com/event/regeventweb.aspx?id=81&cid=EPDEDSymantecSEPWS02_M1S2

Webinar on Demand - Running SharePoint or SQL Server in a virtual environment  (Sept 2010)
Many of us may be planning to or are already using virtual environments for development and supporting client applications. This free web seminar will provide valuable guidance that will make the tasks easier and more effective. 
http://www.windowsitpro.com/resource/virtualize-sharepoint-and-sql-server-now-maximize-efficiency-and-availability-with-hyper-v-r2-and-netapp.aspx?code=epdedNetAppQ211WS01_SQL

Five Free Online Services to Store, Sync and Share Files - (Itec Article) (Aug 2010)
Howard Wen, of ComputerWorld reviews five free services that allow you to store, sync and share files. 
http://goitec.com/article.html?a=5-free-online-services-that-store,-sync-and-share-your-files-
Got a Slow PC --- Five Tips to Improve Performance (Tech Republic Article) (Aug 2010)
If you aren’t ready to replace your PC, you may find other effective measures to recover some lost performance. Tech Republic has a wealth of tips, reviews, articles and blogs. To review this article visit: 
http://blogs.techrepublic.com.com/five-tips/?p=207&tag=nl.e101

WindowsIT Pro offers Free Fundamentals CDs (Aug 2010)
Register with WindowsIT Pro and you can request your CD’s ... shipped to you or download for free.  Choose from: SQL Server, SharePoint, Exchange & Outlook, and Virtualization.  Details at 
http://forms.windowsitpro.com/forms/fundamentals-cds-by-mail?/code=EUWAFundC&elq=ba5eef8b81fc4ca3b0ddf1b85d56f93d
Microsoft’s Visual Studio and Silverlight Launch Conference Sessions on Demand  (Aug 2010)
DevPro Connections is offering a free online conference that includes 8 of the launch sessions. Learn about the new features, see great demos and listen to the experts.

www.vconferenceonline.com/shows/spring10/devproconnections/?cid=2ndOnDemand

Windows 7 Test Drive  -- and chance to win Toshiba T115 Notebook (July 2010)
Virtual labs let you experience the features of Windows 7 directly through your browser. Videos with step-by-step instructions become a guide and learning tool. Return weekly for additional chances to win a laptop! www.microsoft.com/click/windowstestdrive/itpro/
Microsoft Office 2010 Test Drive and Trials (June 2010)
Learn about the new features and benefits in Microsoft Office 2010; watch demos, review some deployment strategies, take a test drive, download trial versions of Office, SharePoint, Visio and SharePoint. http://www.microsoft.com/click/businessproductivity/it_professional/

Microsoft Deployment Toolkit 2010  (MDT 2010) - (June 2010)
A console, tools and guidance to efficiently deploy Windows 7 and Windows Server 2008 R2.  Downloads, training, videos and other resources to help you successfully automate deployments and create HyperV environments. http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/solutionaccelerators/dd407791.aspx

Windows 7 E-Learning - Free from Microsoft   (Aug  2010)
Numerous videos that will walk you through tasks, explain options, and discuss features and benefits. All available at your convenience and when you need them  http://technet.microsoft.com/itmanagement/ff742808.aspx#Windows7

Windows 7 Web Seminars on Demand  -- Windows 7  (July 2010)
Get tips from the experts, best practices and discussions about common questions.

Upgrading to Windows 7: Why and How?   www.vconferenceonline.com/shows/spring10/upgradingwindows7/
register/multireg.asp?newmem=1&cid=EPDedHPApr2010WS02_Part5Promo
Windows 7 Migration: Quick Start to the Optimized Desktop      www.vconferenceonline.com/shows/spring10/migratingwindows7/
register/multireg.asp?newmem=1&cid=EPDedHPApr10WS03_Part5Promo

Hands-On with Windows InTune  -- Article from Windows IT Pro  (July 2010)
Learn about Microsoft’s Windows InTune and how easy it can be to manage PCs via a hosted online service.
www.windowsitpro.com/article/commentary/Hands-On-with-Windows-InTune.aspx

Hyper-V Live Migration: a Step-by-Step Guide --  (article from Windows IT Pro)
www.windowsitpro.com/article/windows-server/Hyper-V-Live-Migration-Step-by-Step.aspx

SP 1 for Windows 7 and Windows Server 2008 R2 -- Previews Now ... (Updated August 2010)
Windows 7 and Windows Server 2008 R2 are both on the same code base, but the service packs may differ. SP1 for the server version will include some new features. But, we still have a while to wait as the first SP is typically about one year after the product release. The public release may be August or Sept, until then keep up with the product updates.

The Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group (PNWADG) also welcomes you … 
The PNWADG meets the third Tuesday of each month. You can join the notification list at www.PNWADG.org. You may also read and print meeting announcements from there – so missing an email of the announcement is NO excuse for missing a meeting … Visit the site and keep up with the topics.  Everyone is welcome! Members, guests, friends, co-workers … Invite them all … The meetings are typically held in Building 35 on the Redmond Microsoft Campus. See you about 6 PM!
DOWNLOADS and Other Items: (top)
For past postings and links, please check www.SeattleAccess.org. In addition to the links are posted on the site, you can download previous newsletters and find additional information about events, resources and opportunities.

AquaSnap 1.3 -  Arrange Windows on Your Desktop (Sept 2010)
Nurgo Software offers a free tool that allows you to snap and anchor windows to the edge or corner of your desktop. It is compatible with all versions of Windows and can replace Aero Snap and Aero Shake in Windows 7.  Read more and get the download at www.nurgo-software.com/products/aquasnap
Tips and Techniques for Queries in Access 2007  (Update March 2010)
From the basics to advanced topics, Luke provides insights and discusses some of the subtleties that will really make a difference. http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/dd638587.aspx


The Basics of Writing and Testing VBA Code Part 1 and Part 2  (Update March 2010)
Learn about code modules, write and call procedures, use variables and even learn the benefits of documenting your code.  tp://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/dd897495.aspx

SecureAble - What can Your Processor do? (July 2009)
A great tool that identifies some key features and capabilities of your processor chip, such as the bit length, if the memory can store non-executable files, and how it will support hardware virtualization.  Did I mention it is free?  Learn more and get the free download at www.grc.com/securable.htm
RESOURCE Tips:  (top)
A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance are www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Check out http://www.microsoft.com/office/community/en-us/FlyoutOverview.mspx for a comprehensive display topics. You may also find what you are looking for by using http://groups.google.com or try www.google.com/microsoft.html for Microsoft related pages or by setting multiple search criteria at www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en. 

Access Blog – by the Access Team
Stay tuned to the community … The team shares insights into their schedule, their favorite features, new features and how to use them. This is also an ideal avenue for the team to talk about issues that are of interest to the Access community. You’ll learn about the people and some of the factors that are helping to shape the future of Access. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, The Access Blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.msdn.com/access/default.aspx
Get Help When You Need It – Office Online
Available 24/7 on the Web! The Office Online Web site offers dynamically updated Help and online training as well as downloads, templates, and clip art-for new and previous versions of Office. Check this out at: http://office.microsoft.com/

Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 

MSDN magazine is available online …

An excellent, searchable resource. You can check out back issues, download articles and source code. Check it out at          http://msdn.microsoft.com/msdnmag

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

Conrad Systems Development   --- CSD Tools Version 2.0
Jeff Conrad, former Access MVP, and one of the newest members of the Access Test Team, offers an Access Add-In for documenting your database objects.  http://www.accessmvp.com/JConrad/accessjunkie.html

The Seattle Access site.  You will also want to check the Links and Downloads pages at www.SeattleAccess.org 

HOW TO FIND US:  (top)
Directions to the Steptoe Room in the Café for Building 40
From SR 520 Eastbound ...  Exit NE 40th, Turn RIGHT onto NE 40th, and move into the far right lane. Turn RIGHT onto 156th NE - heading South (seems West).  Turn RIGHT onto NE 31st, and LEFT onto the drive for Buildings 41 and 40.  Turn RIGHT into the garage. The Café is a one story building between the two office buildings.   Walk toward Building 40, which is on the right and use the side entrance to the Café. After entering, the STEPTOE Room is immediately on the right.        Maps are available at www.SeattleAccess.org

PARKING AND SECURITY: 
A couple of minor requests that allow us to use the excellent accommodations offered by Microsoft.
Please sign in as soon as you enter the building. If you drive, you ALSO need to register your car. Security: Attendees need to bring photo ID and the first page of this meeting announcement or the meeting agenda from the web site. Having the Agenda with you will allow security to let you into the building. Exterior doors at Microsoft are locked. Since a host must let people in, it is helpful if everyone arrives between 6:00 and 6:15. 
Drivers: When you enter the building, you will need to register your vehicle by providing the Make, Model, Year, Color, and License information. There is convenient covered parking in the garage for Building 40/41..

AKNOWLEDGEMENTS: (top)
Thanks to Armen Stein, president of J Street Technology, Inc., for serving as our guru and mentor. At J Street Technology, Armen heads up a team of talented database application developers. In addition to being a co-author of Access 2003 VBA Programmer’s Reference, Armen has written articles for Access/Office/VB Advisor and Smart Access. He taught Access at BCC and SCCC, offers his own seminars and is a key presenter at various conferences. Armen can be reached at Armen@JStreetTech.com or 425-869-0797.  

Thanks to Teresa Hennig, owner/developer Data Dynamics NW.  Data Dynamics NW provides data management solutions for all types of businesses. We specialize in helping organizations efficiently manage, utilize and profit from their data. Teresa enjoys working with her clients and collaborating with other developers to match project needs with developer expertise. For consultations and development assistance, please contacts Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com or 206-931-0541. All referrals are greatly appreciated!

ADVISOR Media provides technical resources, magazines, articles and events across the gamut of technologies and fields. Stay up to date with conferences and locations; visit http://advisorevents.com  Sign up for Microsoft Access Advisor, a monthly magazine packed with tips, code and information on new features and techniques. Advisor media is providing drawing items for our meetings and you can look forward to seeing some issues of Access Advisor.
FMS, Inc., (www.fmsinc.com) the world’s leading developer of Microsoft Access 3rd party products with their award winning “Total Access”  including Total Access Analyzer, Total Visual CodeTools, and Total Access Emailer. FMS also offers an Access Help Center with various resources such as technical papers, tips, etc. (http://www.fmsinc.com/MicrosoftAccess/help.html)


Microsoft and our amazing hosts from the Access Team!!! In addition to having representatives at all of our meetings, Microsoft staff have provided excellent presentations, answered many of our questions, sponsored several drawings, and put us at the top of the list for participating in Usability Studies. Not only that, they solicit our opinions about desired features, frustrating problems and technical challenges. This is Amazing Support!! Many Thanks to the Microsoft Access Team, the Usability Study Group, Mindshare and all our other contacts at Microsoft!!!! 

If you would like to participate in a Usability Study, be sure to sign up on line --- www.microsoft.com/usability . When signing up online, please note that the site was "Found via a user group"!!! This link is also posted on the Access SIG web site – along with any special studies that we may be able to promote! It certainly is nice to have the inside track.

Annual Dues 
The Seattle Access Group uses calendar year dues approach and a mere $30 provides full member benefits from January through December. The sooner you join, the sooner you reap the benefits and feelings of truly belonging. For most people, paying dues is more of an indication that you find value in the meetings, newsletters, website and networking. As always, dues are voluntary and are used towards group expenses. (pssst … drawings are for members only. Did you notice that since we started collecting dues, the price has never increased; not even to cover the escalating costs for pizza and other meeting materials.) Please make checks payable to Teresa Hennig; include Seattle Access and the member name on the memo line. Dues may be paid at the meeting or mailed to Teresa Hennig  18521 64th PL NE Kenmore, WA 98028-7915

For additional information about the Seattle Access Group and our meetings, please visit www.SeattleAccess.org  We are always seeking sponsors and speakers to keep the meetings as interesting and beneficial as possible. Please share your suggestions by contacting Teresa    (reply to email or Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com)
I hope to see you about 6 on Tuesday.

Cheers,
Teresa Hennig,
President, Seattle Access Group
Microsoft Access Most Valuable Professional

DataDynamicsNW.com
Data Management Solutions
206-931-0541

If you would prefer not to receive Seattle Access announcements, please send your request to Teresa. Please specify which email address should be removed from the Seattle Access email list.
This is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights.  Copyright 2004-2010 Teresa Hennig.
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