Special Meeting Announcement
Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group
And the Seattle Access Group
Tuesday, March 20, 2012 

LOCATION – Building 50, Okanogan Room  

Hi All, 

Heads up --- the meeting location will change monthly --- Please Check for changes prior to each meeting! 
Please mark your calendars with the date and location.   A map is available on the Seattle Access Group website – Meeting Agenda page.

From 520, exit onto NE 40th St (head East); turn Left onto 15th Ave NE, turn Left into parking area for Building 50.
 
Boise Code Camp -- March 24, 2012 at Boise State University (Feb 2012)
Boise Code Camp is a free technical event held every year on the Boise State University campus. The event is free for all attendees. We already have over 40 proposed sessions and several sponsors. Once again, we are expecting 400+ attendees, so don't get left out of all the fun!  View the flyer .You can view the sessions, get more information and register at http://boisecodecamp.com/2012/Sessions
Developer Demos – April 17th, -- Sign up now (March 2012)
Take 10 – 20 minutes to share a cool tool that you’ve created, a slick technique, an application that saves developer or user time, or a hurdle in a current project. These will be informal presentations for you to show, tell and ask for ideas. These short presentations were a popular topic during our brainstorming session, so let’s fill up the schedule and have a great meeting. Please send an email to Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com with a brief yet informative bio and demo description. This will be a GREAT evening!


 Meeting Locations 
	Date
	Building and Room
	Note

	March 20
	50/1806-Okanogan
	North of NE 40th St, off 156th AVE NE
Exit 520 at NE 40th St; Left onto 156th Ave NE; Left to Bldg 50 complex and parking

	April 17
	41/1511 - Townsend
	Park in the garage we’ve been using for meetings at the Steptoe Room

	May 15
	34 /2615- Quinault
	Our previous meeting location (2010), park in lot for buildings 34 and 35 (off 159th Ave NE).

	June 19
	40/1450-Steptoe
	Scheduled location for remainder of 2012.



Teresa   

♦ ♦ ♦  Want to receive the newsletter by email?   ♦ ♦ ♦
PLEASE ensure that you have specified the domain DataDynamicsNW.com as a Safe Sender. Several accounts/servers have rejected the newsletter as spam due to the number of links to content. So, you may need to adjust the settings via your online or business email provider. Because the messages are being blocked by the email servers (gmail, Hotmail, Comcast, corporate servers), it is important that you adjust the settings online as well as in your local email program.


Check the Downloads and Items of Immediate Interest sections for dozens of links to great software, tips and webinars.

Meeting Night and Times -- Mark Your Calendars for the Third Tuesday of the Month
6:15 sessions start; pizza around 7:30.  Invite a colleague!!

Newsletters are on www.SeattleAccess.org
Need to change your email address or looking for presentation materials?  


Please send an email to Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com
Intro and Main PresentationNewsletter Sections
   
Meetings, Events, Etc
Downloads and Updates          

Meeting Times and Location   Third Tuesday Register at 6; meeting  from 6:15 until 9:30/10 PM. 
Building Security

 HYPERLINK "" \l "Locked_Out#Locked_Out" \o "#Locked_Out"                 
  
Our Sponsors
Note: If the bookmarks don’t function within this email, try saving it to Word or download the announcement from SeattleAccess.org
Need to get in? Ring the Doorbell. If that fails, please tap the window with your key.  (Call 206-931-0541)

Networking
Networking 
Pizza + Pop + developers = Technical Talk Time. AKA – Networking and the perfect opportunity to visit someone you haven’t talked with before. How else will you find out what you have in common or maybe able to offer each other? And, since we all have nametags, no need for embarrassing moments trying to remember a name. 
Nametags are your pizza pass; no nametag - no pizza. ;-). 
(We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests-- please give me 48 hours’ notice. As a courtesy to others, please limit yourself to 2 or 3 slices. Considering that dues help cover meeting costs, if you don’t pay dues, please enjoy the refreshments and make a $5 contribution.)
Join Now --- Membership info below. 

Presentations and Other Events (return to TOC)

March 20th Presentations and Events
Meeting Room Change --- On March 20th, we will meet in Microsoft Building 50, the Okanogan Room.
Main Presentations
SAG - Document Access Databases and Excel Workbooks  by Crystal Long, Access MVP
What do you do when someone else's database or workbook lands on your desk? How can you quickly figure out what is there? How do you share what you have built with others in a way they can understand? Learn about free tools for documenting Access databases and Excel workbooks. How many tables, queries, forms, reports, macros, and modules are there? And what are their names? How many lines of code are there?  What do the SQL statements look like? Which tables and queries are being used for form and report RecordSources? In Excel, where and what are the formulas?  How many cells contain data? These questions and many more will be answered! *** zip up your Excel workbooks and Access databases and email them to Crystal (strive4peace2012 AT yahoo.com), or send a link to download -- preferably before noon Tuesday please. Send them at last minute too. I will your files to demonstrate the tools :) 

 

Crystal Long is a Microsoft MVP for Access and loves to teach! She teaches one-on-one and in classrooms, from beginner to advanced, using and programming, remote and face-to-face.  Crystal has more than 20,000 posts http://www.utteraccess.com/forum/Crystal-Hits-20k-t1982712.html on UtterAccess, and has recently presented to the Denver Visual Studio User Group, Desert Code Camp in Phoenix, Microsoft MVP Summit and MVP Nation* in Redmond.  Crystal has free videos for learning Access www.YouTube.com/LearnAccessByCrystal and a free book www.AccessMVP.com/strive4peace
PNWADG - Moving an Access Database to Office 365/SharePoint  by George Hepworth, Access MVP
George will demonstrate how to move a working database to SharePoint as a hybrid application. Based on his success in solving some of his own needs, George will share how he moved his “Work Effort” Access/SQL Server application to SharePoint so that he could connect to the data from anywhere. With a little trial & error, effort & adjustments, the process is now working smoothly. In addition to benefiting from George’s lessons learned, we will also get to see the final results and learn how to leverage the techniques that George found most effective.  The data resides on Office 365, and he can download a copy of the Access FE onto a client workstation. 

George Hepworth works primarily with small to medium-sized businesses and organizations, helping clients realize the benefits of MS Access as a data management tool.  He offers full system life cycle development based on 15+ years of experience in organizational workflow analysis, data management, and development of dynamic solutions, as well as experience with multiple software development methodologies with client/server development. His technical expertise is complimented by his clear and concise communications and goal to ensure client acceptance and satisfaction of deliverables and of the project management process.
In his spare time, George answers questions and helps fellow Access developers on Utter Access and other on-line Access Forums.  He has also authored books, and given public presentations on Access and Access-related topics, including his newest book, “Microsoft Access in a SharePoint World,” coauthored with fellow MVPs, Ben Clothier and Tim Runcie; available at http://store.advisicon.com/Microsoft-Access-in-a-SharePoint-World-p62.html 

INETA’s Birthday Celebration --- Gifts that keep on Giving (March 2012)
INETA provides structured, peer-based organizational, educational, and promotional support to the growing worldwide community of Microsoft® user groups.
  At February’s meetings we enjoyed some great give-a-ways and were introduced to some remarkable software and training offers from INETA and sponsors. Tonight, Jeff will give us a little more details about the sponsors and software --- AMAZING OPPORTUNITY to get some incredible software!
 Check these out for yourself and let me know how they will help you to help others …
· Typemock:  Personal Typemock Isolator License  --   learn more at Typemock.com
· GrapeCity PowerTools:  PowerSuite from GCPowerTools.com 

· Infragistics:  NetAdvantageUltimate -- 10 UI toolsets in one package.  and a full year’s subscription  Infragistics.com
· ComponentOne:  ComponentOne Ultimate  ComponentOne.com
FUTURE PRESENTATIONS and EVENTS
 Developer Demos -An Evening of Show, Tell, Share, Seek Assistance – April 17th 
          Short demonstrations of current projects, techniques, challenges and/or tools.
*  Frank Wilson, Finding the Difference in Strings of Text

Frank, a partner at Data and Domains, needed an effective mechanism to find the differences in two strings of text. So, he created a function that evaluates the strings and shows the precise location and values of the differences. Frank will share his technique and lead us in discussion on how it might be helpful in other scenarios.

* Blanc Weber, Simple Solution for Gathering Feedback – Access and SharePoint, No Code Required.
Blanc does contract work at Microsoft through the temp agencies. A recent project was helping a hardware group, track the delivery of servers to data farms throughout the country. A useful technique was to put an Access table on SharePoint and use it to gather feedback from groups; and then update the local Access database with the info.  Blanc will share her experience with the group, to demonstrate that this really can be accomplished with no development or code – and it provides a simple solution which improves on using email to do the same thing.
_____

Microsoft Certification – 20th Anniversary (Feb 2012)
Participate, share your expertise and experiences, help others. Check out the 2012 calendar of events – with new opportunities revealed monthly.
www.microsoft.com/learning/en/us/certification/20yrs20ways.aspx?WT.mc_id=20_MSL_MSDNFlash_Feb

Introduction to Data and the Public Cloud: SQL Azure March 22, 8 AM and 6 PM PT   (March 2012)
TechTrax Training – Webcast and materials to Train Trainers.
Join Greg Leake (Director of Technical Marketing for SQL Azure, Microsoft Corporation) to learn the basics of the SQL Azure relational database service as an integrated feature of the Windows Azure Platform. In this session you will learn about the benefits of using SQL Azure for both pure public cloud and hybrid cloud solutions, with demonstrations of new developer tools for SQL Azure, migrating, provisioning and managing SQL Azure databases in the cloud, and core application scenarios for SQL Azure.
www.microsofttraining.com/TechTrax/session7   (hopefully the URL glitch gets resolved)

Syncfusion Free Webinar on SQL Azure Reporting  March 22 9 AM PT (March 2012)
Learn about SQL Azure Reporting, why you would use it, and how it’s different from SQL Server Reporting Services. You’ll learn how you can quickly and easily enable cloud-based reporting for your custom applications, mobile devices, or any Web-connected user. Reporting Services expert Stacia Misner will explain some of the similarities and differences exist between a cloud-based and on-premises Microsoft reporting platform and how to get started with a SQL Azure Reporting solution. For webinar information and registration, visit:
www.syncfusion.com/downloads/resources/webinar/sql-azure?utm_medium=EDM117&utm_source=WebinarSqlAzureReporting

PowerShell Remoting – Free Webinar, Tuesday, March 27th at 9 AM PT, by SQL Server Pro (Feb 2012)
Microsoft has given us an amazing new tool for remotely controlling one, or even thousands, of client and server computers. Called PowerShell Remoting, this new feature is available all the way back to Windows XP. In this webinar, Microsoft MVP and author, Don Jones, provides a concise session on PowerShell's most useful feature and shares a few hard-won secrets and tricks. You will learn about authentication, Remoting setup, the underlying WinRM technology, and even a few troubleshooting tips that you'll find nowhere else! Register at https://www.vconferenceonline.com/event/regeventweb.aspx?id=543&cid=mvpsilink&utm_source=Webinar%20%7C%20PowerShell%20Remoting%20(US)&utm_campaign=PowerShellWebinar&utm_medium=email
 
VM Backups for VMware and Hyper-V: Has IT Got it Wrong?   By Windows ITPro Thursday, March 29, 12:00 P.M. (March 2012)
Join expert Greg Shields as he analyzes the efficacy of backup agent location, VM-level or host-level. You might find out that everything you thought you knew about backups…was wrong. www.vconferenceonline.com/event/regeventweb.aspx?id=548

Creating and Managing a Private Cloud with System Center 2012 Jump Start  April 3-4, 9– 5 PST  Free Virtual Conference (March 2012) 
On April 3rd and 4th, Microsoft Private Cloud Solutions will be running a 2-day virtual training event to help the world learn about upcoming enhancements. The Jump Start course is titled, Creating & Managing a Private Cloud with System Center 2012. The virtual conference is open to the public at no charge, so encourage your customers to register, visit: http://mctreadiness.com/MicrosoftCareerConferenceRegistration.aspx?pid=298
Learn about HTML5  -- Free HTML5 OxygenBlast by Intertec   April 12, 7 – 9 AM PT (March 2012)
The seminar will introduce and demonstrate the effectiveness of HTML5 and CSS3 by highlighting the new HTML5 concepts, elements, and attributes. It covers the current state of HTML5 and CSS3 support by today’s browsers. It also demonstrates today’s most popular JavaScript libraries (polyfills) that can add normally unsupported HTML5 and CSS3 features for older browsers.   www.intertech.com/Free-Developer-Training/Free-HTML5-Webinar.aspx?HTML5Webinar&cm_mid=1187340&cm_crmid=%7BBAC0EE63-FF22-E111-8E92-1CC1DEF1B5FF%7D&cm_medium=email

PAUG 2012 Database Designer International  Conference Sat - Mon, May 5 - 7 (Feb 2012)
Keynote speaker this year is F. Scott Barker, Contract Trainer and Author at AppDev and Senior Software Developer at AppsPlus. Many of last years’ speakers are returning by popular request such as; Luke Chung, President and CEO of FMS Inc.; Alison Balter and Armen Stein, renown writers, developers and Access consultants.  Ryan McMinn (Senior Product Manager) and Kevin Bell (Lead Product Tester) will be down from Microsoft to preview the next version of Access, as well as give us the skinny of where Access might ultimately be headed.  For more information and to register, please visit www.paug.com/Conference.asp

Seattle Code Camp  June 16th, Redmond, WA (March 2012)
A full day of talking about code with fellow developers. Sessions will range from informal "chalk talks" to presentations. There will be a mix of presenters, some experienced folks, for some it may be their first opportunity to speak in public --- from throughout the Pacific Northwest and beyond. We don't yet have a list of sessions on the site as we are still collecting sessions from speakers. This is a Seattle developer community event, not an even from Microsoft or any other company. Everyone is welcome to present so long as it fits the Code Camp guidelines. Learn more about participating or being a speaker at https://seattle.codecamp.us/
DIRECTIONS to Microsoft Building 34   

From 520, take the 40th ST exit – move to the right. Turn right onto 40th St, but don’t go to the curb lane. Go through the intersection with 156th Ave and then turn right onto 159th Ave NE. (that is the first right into Microsoft’s campus). Building 34 is the second building on the left. Turn left into the first or second parking lot entrance. Directions and a map are available from the Seattle Access web site. Maps are available at www.SeattleAccess.org

Downloads, Updates and Other Good Stuff (back to top) 
Excel Skills Builder Video Series -- Free Training from Microsoft (Feb 2012)
Learn how to customize a workbook or collaborate on a spreadsheet with a teammate.  See how to make your data look great by adding diagrams, charts and much more. The free Excel skills builder training videos teach you clever tips and tricks and show you how to get more from your data by guiding you through short, quick lessons.
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/excel/excel-skills-builderlearn-how-to-create-spreadsheets-and-workbooks-use-formulas-and-perform-data-analysis-FX102592909.aspx?WT.mc_id=eml_enus_RM-ExcelSkillsBuilder_Link

Windows SkyDrive -- Redesigned; Simplified Sharing and Collaboration (Dec 2011)
Learn now the new design and features in SkyDrive simplify sharing and make it more app-centric, particularly for Office. Now you can Share a file from within the app and complete your task without having to worry about which folder it is in because SkyDrive lets you share or permission individual files within a folder. This works for Office documents, photos, or any other type of file. Get more info from the Windows blog posting.
http://windowsteamblog.com/windows_live/b/windowslive/archive/2011/11/29/skydrive-gets-simple-app-centric-sharing-for-office-powerful-file-management-html5-upload-other-updates.aspx

Office WebApps -- Get started for free    (Nov 2011)
Free SkyDrive account with your free Windows Live ID … 
See how easy it is to share and collaborate 
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/web-apps?WT.mc_id=oo_eml_WebApp_Word

Try Office 365 for Free!  (Updated -- Jan 2012)   
Sign up for the free trial offer, links to demos and forms, learn how to be more productive while saving time and money.  Try it out soon, and you will learn more from the information and examples in George’s upcoming demo! http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/office365/cloud-productivity.aspx?WT.mc_id=eml_RM_O365-Holiday_enus_TryFor3002&mtag=em_dec#fbid=9e06p7pjpU3

5 Steps to Successful Backup & Replication for Hyper-V By WindowsITPro   (Dec 2011)
As developers, we may be managing our own serve and Hyper-V environments without the benefit of a corporate IT staff to maintain it. This on demand webinar provides valuable tips that can make these admin tasks easier – and more effective.
In this web seminar learn the 4 critical steps to ensure virtual machines are protected on Hyper V. Key takeaways from this event include

· Scalable host-based replication for Hyper-V

· Easy management with agentless backup strategies

· Deduplication strategies to save disk resources for backups
Register at: ttps://www.vconferenceonline.com/event/regeventweb.aspx?id=439&cid=EPDEE_VeeamNOV11WS01_120611

String Comparison Tips – Article by SSWUG  (Dec 2011)
When doing searches on string data there are a number of comparison operators that are popular. This SSWUG article provides several from SQL Server, with a follow-up of additional comments and suggestions submitted by readers.  http://www.sswug.org/editorials/default.aspx?id=2350


Microsoft SQL Server 2012 Release Candidate  (Dec 2011)
If you aren’t excited yet about what’s coming, you will be by the time you leave the Developer Showcase! So set up your VM and start working with SQL Server 2012!  Download the 180 day free trial of the full feature version, as well as links to training and support.  
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/evalcenter/hh225126.aspx?prod=SQL%tech=CL%20%type=DL%prog=eval  

RESOURCE TIPS:  (top)
Doug Steele, Access MVP and author of “Access Solutions” shares tips and links to other resources.  http://www.accessmvp.com/djsteele/AccessIndex.html

Access Blog – by the Access Team --- one of the top blogs on MSDN!!!
Stay tuned to the community … The team shares insights into their schedule, their favorite features, new features and how to use them. This is also an ideal avenue for the team to talk about issues that are of interest to the Access community. You’ll learn about the people and some of the factors that are helping to shape the future of Access. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, The Access Blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.msdn.com/access/default.aspx 
Access 2003 Solution Center 
Find the materials and answers that you need for Access 2003. Downloads, articles, tutorials and other reference materials are conveniently listed in an easy to search fashion. Check out 

http://support.microsoft.com/?scid=ph;en-us;2509

A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance are www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Visit http://search.microsoft.com/en-us/CommunityResults.aspx?q=office%20community to search through Microsoft community and support options. You may also find what you are looking for by using http://groups.google.com or by setting multiple search criteria at www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en.

Utter Access Discussion Forum 
Touted as the number one Access community forum!  This may be a great place to get answers to your questions. And, you’ll see several familiar names as some of our members are prolific posters. Hey, there are even photos from the MVP Summit, so check it out! www.utteraccess.com/forums/index.php

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

Access Developer Portal MSDN 
Database samples and tutorials provided by Access MVP and other experts.
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/office/aa905400.aspx 
Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/  or   http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 

Optimize Access when using ODBC data source (May 2011)
Article referred to in George Hepworth's presentation April 2011 on DNS Less data connections. Read KB286222 at http://support.microsoft.com/kb/286222

Clonezilla: Image Your Drives for Free  (Tech Republic article and instructions for using Clonezilla) (April 2011)
Disc imaging is a valuable resource for disaster recovery, but it can also be used for maintaining and upgrading systems. Clonezilla allows you to clone the image of a machine and use it to restore the image to a single machine or multiple machines. In this Tech Republic article, Jack Wallen provides the background and walks you through the process. www.techrepublic.com/blog/doityourself-it-guy/diy-image-your-drives-for-free-with-clonezilla/179?tag=nl.e056

Rick Fisher's Find and Replace (May 2011)
Rick's tool will search through the design elements, such as the table and field names and modules (not the data). It can change the names of objects throughout the entire database. Version 9.0 works with Access versions from 2000 through 2010. For more details and the download, visit  http://rickworld.com

OUR SPONSORS (back to top)

FMS, Inc., (www.fmsinc.com) the world’s leading developer of Microsoft Access 3rd party products with their award winning “Total Access”  including Total Access Analyzer, Total Visual CodeTools, and Total Access Emailer. FMS also offers an Access Help Center with various resources such as technical papers, tips, etc. (http://www.fmsinc.com/MicrosoftAccess/help.html)

Microsoft is hosting our meetings! And, they have several representatives at our meetings to answer questions and find out what is important to us -- as Access developers. It is great to know that we will always have a member of the Access team at our meetings -- talk about going directly to the source! Microsoft has also sponsored several review and prize drawings. By the way, don’t forget to sign up for User Research opportunities.   These are a fun way to share your thoughts with Microsoft and you earn software for your efforts. Sign up on line ---  http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/usability/default.aspx 

SkillForge – Live, Instructor-Led Online Microsoft Training (August 2011)
SkillForge is a different kind of training company. Founded by trainers with over 15 years of experience in the training industry, they share one key focus – delivering exceptional training. The instructors are experts in their field with years of real world experience so the lessons convey both technical and practical expertise.
Visit www.SkillForge.com to checkout their course offerings -- including a wealth of Access classes -- sign up; share your impressions with the group!
Webucator – Instructor led Online and Onsite Training (July 2011)
Webucator offers a wealth of technology and business training, with content ranging from introductory courses to advanced programming. The SAG and PNWADG are fortunate to welcome Webucator as a new sponsor. Please check out their offerings and … look forward to special opportunities. www.webucator.com
Wiley and Wrox -- with over 200 years of publishing expertise in the technical communities. 
www.Wiley.com and www.Wrox.com


Sponsors Wanted: If you know of a company that would be interested in sponsoring our group, please have them contact Teresa. Sponsors may provide products for review or help offset group expenses.

*******************************************************************
Calendar Year Dues … $30 per group; Join during our membership drive and save!! 
The PNWADG and the SAG each utilize a calendar year dues system; so $30 pays for membership for one group from January through December – or $45 for BOTH! In addition to supporting the group activities, being a paid member allows you to participate in drawing, receive review items and other prizes. Everyone is encouraged to participate, share expertise and to ask questions; but when it comes time to dole out the prizes and offer products for review, … those benefits are restricted to paid members. 
Please make checks payable to PNWADG, please use the memo field to identify the members name and group(s). Dues may be paid at the meeting or contact Teresa to arrange PayPal or other methods.
Members Only Drawings and Product Reviews!

Come see what we have to offer at the monthly meetings! 
*********************************************************************
Meeting Address and Session Times (back to top)
Third Tuesday of Every Month (except December)
6:00 – 6:15 Networking 
6:15 – 7:30 ish SAG Meeting ... General announcements, Main presentation, Q&A (may be combined with PNWADG session)
           15 - 20 minute Networking Break with Pizza and Pop Meeting 
~ 7:45 to 8:00
PNWADG Sessions begins;   General announcements, Q&A, Main presentation

~ 9:30
Final announcements and adjourn meeting.

SECURITY:  Attendees are asked to have photo ID and must sign in upon entering the building/meeting room. Since exterior doors at Microsoft are locked and require a key card for entry, you will need to ring the doorbell*  (if you don’t see one call 206-931-0541) and wait for an authorized person to escort you in.   *Note – TAP on the side windows if you don’t see a doorbell.

*****************************************************
If you wish to be removed from our notification list or have wish to change the delivery email, please email Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com

Teresa Hennig
President, SAG
President, PNWADG
Microsoft MVP

Data Dynamics Northwest
Data Management Solutions
206-931-0541
This posting is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights. Copyright 2004 – 2012  Teresa Hennig
