Meeting Announcement
Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group
And the Seattle Access Group
Tuesday, May 15, 2012 

LOCATION – Building 34 - Quinalt Room  

Hi All,


Heads up --- the meeting location will change monthly --- Please Check for changes prior to each meeting! 
Please mark your calendars with the date and location. Directions are below and you can find a map on the Seattle Access Group website, on the Meeting Agenda page. Please try to arrive between 6 and 6:15.
Presentations:

SAG – Teresa Hennig, Data Dynamics Northwest:  Successful Project Management – The Human Factor

PNWADG – Dan Gramer, Turner Construction Company:  License Request Tracking System

 Meeting Locations 
	Date
	Building and Room
	Note

	May 15
	34 /2615- Quinault
	Our previous meeting location (2010), park in lot for buildings 34 and 35 (off 159th Ave NE).

	June 19
	40/1450-Steptoe
	Scheduled location for remainder of 2012.



Building 34: From 520, exit onto NE 40th St (head East);  cross 156th Ave NE, then turn Right onto 159th Ave NE and take the first or second Left into the parking area. Building 34 is the second (or middle) building.  Our meeting room is off the lobby; go in the main doors and turn right.

Teresa   

Check the Downloads and Items of Immediate Interest sections for dozens of links to great software, tips and webinars.

Meeting Night and Times -- Mark Your Calendars for the Third Tuesday of the Month
6:15 sessions start; pizza around 7:30.  Invite a colleague!!

Newsletters are on www.SeattleAccess.org
Need to change your email address or looking for presentation materials?  


Please send an email to Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com
Intro and Main PresentationNewsletter Sections
   
Meetings, Events, Etc
Downloads and Updates          

Meeting Times and Location   Third Tuesday Register at 6; meeting  from 6:15 until 9:30/10 PM. 
Building Security

 HYPERLINK "" \l "Locked_Out#Locked_Out" \o "#Locked_Out"                 
  
Our Sponsors
Note: If the bookmarks don’t function within this email, try saving it to Word or download the announcement from SeattleAccess.org
Need to get in? Ring the Doorbell. If that fails, please tap the window with your key.  (Call 206-931-0541)

Networking
Networking 
Pizza + Pop + developers = Technical Talk Time. AKA – Networking and the perfect opportunity to visit someone you haven’t talked with before. How else will you find out what you have in common or maybe able to offer each other? And, since we all have nametags, no need for embarrassing moments trying to remember a name. 
Nametags are your pizza pass; no nametag - no pizza. ;-). 
(We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests-- please give me 48 hours’ notice. As a courtesy to others, please limit yourself to 2 or 3 slices. Considering that dues help cover meeting costs, if you don’t pay dues, please enjoy the refreshments and make a $5 contribution.)
 Become a Member --- Details below.
Members are welcome to share job announcements, resumes and business cards. You may also send me an email with your resume along with a brief statement of your specialty, availability and a bracket on your rates. There is no telling when I’ll hear about interesting opportunities.

Presentations and Other Events (return to TOC)

May 15th Presentations and Events.
Main Presentations
– May 15th 
SAG --  Successful Project Management – The Human Factor; by Teresa Hennig, Data Dynamics Northwest, Access MVP
As a consultant and solutions architect, one of my primary responsibilities is to elicit, understand, anticipate and incorporate (or prioritize) client needs. As developers, we have all experienced the challenges of responding to the dynamic changes in requests and infrastructure in conjunction with the pressures of meeting schedules and containing costs. This session will focus on Effective Project Management and Key Communication Skills that can turn conflicts into partnerships

Teresa started using Access in 1997 and started her company as an independent consultant providing business and data management solutions.  Data Dynamics Northwest reflects Teresa’s dynamic personality and her innate ability to quickly grasp a situation and formulate a solution. With a strong background in business and project management, Teresa focuses on providing cost effective solutions tailored to meet her client’s needs. She loves Access’s rapid development environment and the ability to quickly create intuitive, user-friendly forms. One of her favorite aspects of being a consultant is having the opportunity to work with a wide variety of businesses, locally and around the world.  Key factors to Teresa’s success are her positive approach and her ability to get people to identify priorities and focus on common goals.

PNWADG – License Request Tracking System,  by Dan Gramer, Turner Construction Company
Dan has developed a License Request System that tracks user licenses and expiration dates so that managers can be notified about approaching renewals. Dan will be demonstrating his application and explaining some of the approaches that he considered and the reasons that he chose the techniques that he’s using. We’ll also explore how these concepts and techniques can be applied to other scenarios involving commitment tracking, scheduling, subscriptions and more. As with most projects, there are plenty of pending enhancements. Dan will be adding functionality to automate renewal notifications, so he’s interested in hearing your suggestions and experiences. 
An added bonus of this presentation is that all of the data tables are actually lists on SharePoint, so we’ll get to see a practical working demo. But the same approach could easily be used with data stored in tables within Access or SQL Server. 


Dan has 24 years of commercial construction experience throughout the Western United States and Canada.   As a manager of Integrated Building Solutions (BIM), Dan’s primary focus is on developing standards, establishing meaningful metrics, and spreading knowledge through training programs at Turner.  
Dan’s broad range of construction experience ranging from estimating & project management to project systems lends to his role as a Manager within Turner’s Integrated Building Solutions group. He leverages technological advancement and implementation of policies and protocols to support model-based business practices. Dan’s approach has been a key factor in Turner’s rapidly accelerating adoption of BIM nationwide which includes over 500 projects, representing over $22 billion in work.  Notable projects in the Pacific Northwest include Nintendo of North America, Redmond Campus Extension, 1823 Terry (Aspira) in Seattle Washington, Harborview Inpatient Expansion Building and the Rental Car Facility at SeaTac airport. See more at www.turner-innovation-series.com

Recap on PAUG Conference – 
FUTURE PRESENTATIONS and EVENTS

Seattle Code Camp  June 16th, Redmond, WA (March 2012)
A full day of talking about code with fellow developers. Sessions will range from informal "chalk talks" to presentations. There will be a mix of presenters, some experienced folks, for some it may be their first opportunity to speak in public --- from throughout the Pacific Northwest and beyond. We don't yet have a list of sessions on the site as we are still collecting sessions from speakers. This is a Seattle developer community event, not an even from Microsoft or any other company. Everyone is welcome to present so long as it fits the Code Camp guidelines. Learn more about participating or being a speaker at https://seattle.codecamp.us/
15% Discount on TechNet Professional Subscription –   Offer Expires June 31, 2012  (Apr 2012)
So … what are you waiting for?? Just one more benefit of being a User Group Member!
Microsoft software with no time or feature limits

· Beta software

· Two complimentary Professional Support Calls

· Priority support in managed forums

· Two Microsoft E-Learning collections

· Online concierge chat

https://www.technicalcommunity.com/InfoCenter/Workshops/Pages/TechNet15Off.aspx

WURFL -- An Essential Mobile Website Technology White Paper by Dino Esposito; Sponsored by DevPro Connections  (April 2012)
The file behind the mobile websites. This paper provides an introduction into Wireless Universal Resource File (WURFL)   --- and what it means to your business’s mobile strategy. It will explain how to integrate WURFL into your ASP.NET applications to support mobile websites.

www.devproconnections.com/article/mobile-development/mobile-web-wurfl-140645

Portland Code Camp, June 2nd  -- Eliot Center, Portland --- Free Admission.  (April 2012)
A full day of mixing with developers from across the Northwest. Sessions will range from informal "chalk talks" to presentations. There will be a mix of presenters, some experienced folks, for some it may be their first opportunity to speak in public. We don't yet have a list of sessions on the site as we are still collecting sessions from speakers. Everyone is welcome to present so long as it fits the Code Camp guidelines. Learn more about participating or being a speaker at http://portlandcodecamp.org/

Download, Explore, Get Rewarded -- $20 gift card and chance to win a laptop …  (May 2012)
A Microsoft Private Cloud offers a comprehensive cross platform approach, best-in-class performance, and the power to extend your applications out to the public cloud whenever you need. Download your free evaluation of Microsoft's Private Cloud, explore a Private Cloud Virtual Lab, and receive a $20 Microsoft Online Store Promo Code. As a bonus, you will also be entered to win a Lenovo W520 32GB laptop!
 http://www.microsoft.com/business/en-us/microsoftprivatecloudoffer/

Bringing the Cloud Down to Earth - A Hybrid Cloud Solution from Microsoft & Fujitsu: Leveraging the Best Features of Public and Private Cloud to Address Business Needs  -- Fujitsu and Microsoft May 23, 11 AM PT webcast.  (May 2012)
Cloud computing is a growing part of our future – whether it is from the perspective of a corporation, consumer, small business, home business, organization, or for personal interests. As an Access developer, we need to be aware of the options and opportunities that we can leverage to build robust custom solutions and better serve our clients. Webinars such as this are one way to see what others are doing. Then you can file some of the bits and pieces away for future reference.
Register at:  https://swrt.worktankseattle.com/webcast/8216/preview.aspx%20EventID=1032512988&Culture=en-US
Getting to Microsoft Office 365: The right migration for your business – Webcast June 5, 11 AM PT  TechRepublic/Microsoft presentation  (May 2012)
Gain insights into preparing for and moving business activities to the Cloud. Learn about the advantages, opportunities, and hear what other companies have experienced. Free webcast – registration required.  
www.techrepublic.com/members/login?path=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.techrepublic.com%2Fwebcasts%2Flive-webcast-getting-to-microsoft-office-365-the-right-migration-for-your-business%2F4269637%2Fpost%3Fpromo%3D099%26trial%3D25510443&regSrc=dir-webcasts

ZDNet's Hot Topics: Public vs Private Clouds: Who Benefits?   TechRepublic and ZD Net  (May 2012)
Small and medium-sized businesses have found public clouds provide unprecedented flexibility and cost savings, but public clouds aren't for everyone. Enterprises who have made big investments in the data center, and for whom security is top priority, are often more resistant to the idea of trusting their critical systems to a third party. For them, a private cloud may be the better choice. View the webcast: www.techrepublic.com/webcasts/public-vs-private-clouds-who-benefits/4239307?tag=content;siu-container

Tech Republic White Paper - Remote support for PCs, Macs and Smartphones  (May 2012)
As developers, we need to support our applications on an ever growing array of platforms. Tech Republic has done a little research and has offered a white paper on how LogMeIn Rescue works with most of today’s mobile and desktop platforms. 
www.techrepublic.com/whitepapers/remote-support-for-pcs-macs-and-smartphones/2276057/post?promo=99&trial=25510891&tag=nl.e099.em&cval=lo-send-tr

Windows Sever 2012  -- Top Ten – a Microsoft TechTrax Training Webcast  May 22, 8 AM and 6 PM PT  (May 2012)
Windows Server 2012 provides a dynamic, highly available and cost-effective server platform for the modern datacenter and the private cloud, which scales from a few individual servers all the way up to multitenant-aware, multisite environments. With the release of the next milestone of Windows Server 2012 – it may be that this is one of the biggest releases of Windows Server since Windows 2000; so many new things that it can be overwhelming. Here’s your chance to get a personalized review of “top 10” features / changes to the operating system that will have the biggest impact on your environment. This demo heavy session is guaranteed to get you excited and ready to try them yourself. www.microsofttraining.com/techtrax/session8/
24 Hours in a Private Cloud – Free Microsoft Virtual Event May 10 – 11     (April 2012)
Over 24 hours, you will hear from top industry and technical professionals from around the world to help you better understand the private cloud technology solutions that are available today. We hope that you will come away from this event with the knowledge and experience to help you in your private cloud infrastructure decisions and be prepared to have thought-leadership based discussions focused on building and managing your organization’s agile and efficient private cloud environment.  https://vts.inxpo.com/scripts/Server.nxp
HTML5 Oxygen Blast Training – Free Video training by Intertech   (May 2012)
What is HTML5?  Why is it such a hot buzzword now? Why does it matter to Access developers?  Watch the video and gain some insights into how using HTML5 can extend and enhance your Cloud solutions and integrations. www.intertech.com/Videos/OxyBlast/HTML5-Training-Video.aspx?cm_mid=1327794&cm_crmid=%7B0A3141FB-0823-E111-8E92-1CC1DEF1B5FF%7D&cm_medium=email

Microsoft Certification – 20th Anniversary (Feb 2012)
Participate, share your expertise and experiences, help others.  Check out the 2012 calendar of events – with new opportunities revealed monthly. You can also find tips and suggestions that might help you.  www.microsoft.com/learning/en/us/certification/20yrs20ways.aspx?WT.mc_id=20_MSL_MSDNFlash_Feb

SQL Server 2012 – Versions and Downloads  (April 2012)
Learn it, Try it, Use it … Read about SQL Server 2012 highlights and capabilities; compare the versions; download trials, free versions and complete editions.

http://www.microsoft.com/sqlserver/en/us/get-sql-server/try-it.aspx


SQL Server Virtual Launch Event --  Through June 30, 2012 (April 2012)
Also, for a deep dive on all things SQL Server 2012, check out the SQL Server 2012 Virtual Launch Event. All content from the Virtual Launch Event will be available until June 30, 2012. The event features 30+ webcasts from SQL Server 2012 experts in addition to a number of other multimedia features from Microsoft partners.  www.sqlserverlaunch.com/ww/Home

Top 10 Tips for Optimizing SQL Server Performance – Quest Software whitepaper     (May 2012)
Read SQL Server expert Kevin Kline’s white paper “Top Ten Tips for Optimizing SQL Server Performance” where he discusses 10 of the most important things you should know about SQL Server performance. Each item is a nugget of practical knowledge that you can immediately apply to your environment.

www.quest.com/whitepaper/top-10-tips-for-optimizing-sql-server-performance814001.aspx

Downloads, Updates and Other Good Stuff (back to top) 
Excel Skills Builder Video Series -- Free Training from Microsoft (Feb 2012)
Learn how to customize a workbook or collaborate on a spreadsheet with a teammate.  See how to make your data look great by adding diagrams, charts and much more. The free Excel skills builder training videos teach you clever tips and tricks and show you how to get more from your data by guiding you through short, quick lessons.
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/excel/excel-skills-builderlearn-how-to-create-spreadsheets-and-workbooks-use-formulas-and-perform-data-analysis-FX102592909.aspx?WT.mc_id=eml_enus_RM-ExcelSkillsBuilder_Link
Mr Excel – Excel tips and support and … Learn Excel from Bill Jelen   (May 2012)
MrExcel represents an entire community of Excel power users how are sharing their expertise, experiences and time through blogs, podcasts, tips, forums and links to a wealth of other reference materials.  Among the links you’ll find Bill Jelen’s podcasts and books – including several that can be invaluable tools in Access projects – such as the random number selector.  Visit the website, www.mrexcel.com or go to http://learnmrexcel.wordpress.com for a blog and videos.

Windows SkyDrive -- Redesigned; Simplified Sharing and Collaboration (Dec 2011)
Learn now the new design and features in SkyDrive simplify sharing and make it more app-centric, particularly for Office. Now you can Share a file from within the app and complete your task without having to worry about which folder it is in because SkyDrive lets you share or permission individual files within a folder. This works for Office documents, photos, or any other type of file. Get more info from the Windows blog posting.
http://windowsteamblog.com/windows_live/b/windowslive/archive/2011/11/29/skydrive-gets-simple-app-centric-sharing-for-office-powerful-file-management-html5-upload-other-updates.aspx

Office WebApps -- Get started for free    (Nov 2011)
Free SkyDrive account with your free Windows Live ID … 
See how easy it is to share and collaborate 
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/web-apps?WT.mc_id=oo_eml_WebApp_Word

Try Office 365 for Free!  (Updated -- Jan 2012)   
Sign up for the free trial offer, links to demos and forms, learn how to be more productive while saving time and money.  Try it out soon, and you will learn more from the information and examples in George’s upcoming demo! http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/office365/cloud-productivity.aspx?WT.mc_id=eml_RM_O365-Holiday_enus_TryFor3002&mtag=em_dec#fbid=9e06p7pjpU3

String Comparison Tips – Article by SSWUG  (Dec 2011)
When doing searches on string data there are a number of comparison operators that are popular. This SSWUG article provides several from SQL Server, with a follow-up of additional comments and suggestions submitted by readers.  http://www.sswug.org/editorials/default.aspx?id=2350

RESOURCE TIPS:  (top)
 
Access MVPs – Sharing code and resources
Several Access MVP are sharing resources and links through the website hosted by Arvin Meyer. You will find the tools offered during Crystal’s presentation on her page.   www.AccessMVP.com
Doug Steele, Access MVP and author of “Access Solutions” shares tips and links to other resources.  http://www.accessmvp.com/djsteele/AccessIndex.html

Access Blog – by the Access Team --- one of the top blogs on MSDN!!!
Stay tuned to the community … The team shares insights into their schedule, their favorite features, new features and how to use them. This is also an ideal avenue for the team to talk about issues that are of interest to the Access community. You’ll learn about the people and some of the factors that are helping to shape the future of Access. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, The Access Blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.msdn.com/access/default.aspx 
Access 2003 Solution Center 
Find the materials and answers that you need for Access 2003. Downloads, articles, tutorials and other reference materials are conveniently listed in an easy to search fashion. Check out 

http://support.microsoft.com/?scid=ph;en-us;2509

A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance are www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Visit http://search.microsoft.com/en-us/CommunityResults.aspx?q=office%20community to search through Microsoft community and support options. You may also find what you are looking for by using http://groups.google.com or by setting multiple search criteria at www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en.

Utter Access Discussion Forum 
Touted as the number one Access community forum!  This may be a great place to get answers to your questions. And, you’ll see several familiar names as some of our members are prolific posters. Hey, there are even photos from the MVP Summit, so check it out! www.utteraccess.com/forums/index.php

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

Access Developer Portal MSDN 
Database samples and tutorials provided by Access MVP and other experts.
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/office/aa905400.aspx 
Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/  or   http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 

Optimize Access when using ODBC data source (May 2011)
Article referred to in George Hepworth's presentation April 2011 on DNS Less data connections. Read KB286222 at http://support.microsoft.com/kb/286222

Clonezilla: Image Your Drives for Free  (Tech Republic article and instructions for using Clonezilla) (April 2011)
Disc imaging is a valuable resource for disaster recovery, but it can also be used for maintaining and upgrading systems. Clonezilla allows you to clone the image of a machine and use it to restore the image to a single machine or multiple machines. In this Tech Republic article, Jack Wallen provides the background and walks you through the process. www.techrepublic.com/blog/doityourself-it-guy/diy-image-your-drives-for-free-with-clonezilla/179?tag=nl.e056

Rick Fisher's Find and Replace (May 2011)
Rick's tool will search through the design elements, such as the table and field names and modules (not the data). It can change the names of objects throughout the entire database. Version 9.0 works with Access versions from 2000 through 2010. For more details and the download, visit  http://rickworld.com

OUR SPONSORS (back to top)

FMS, Inc., (www.fmsinc.com) the world’s leading developer of Microsoft Access 3rd party products with their award winning “Total Access”  including Total Access Analyzer, Total Visual CodeTools, and Total Access Emailer. FMS also offers an Access Help Center with various resources such as technical papers, tips, etc. (http://www.fmsinc.com/MicrosoftAccess/help.html)

Microsoft is hosting our meetings! And, they have several representatives at our meetings to answer questions and find out what is important to us -- as Access developers. It is great to know that we will always have a member of the Access team at our meetings -- talk about going directly to the source! Microsoft has also sponsored several review and prize drawings. By the way, don’t forget to sign up for User Research opportunities.   These are a fun way to share your thoughts with Microsoft and you earn software for your efforts. Sign up on line ---  http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/usability/default.aspx 

SkillForge – Live, Instructor-Led Online Microsoft Training (August 2011)
SkillForge is a different kind of training company. Founded by trainers with over 15 years of experience in the training industry, they share one key focus – delivering exceptional training. The instructors are experts in their field with years of real world experience so the lessons convey both technical and practical expertise.
Visit www.SkillForge.com to checkout their course offerings -- including a wealth of Access classes -- sign up; share your impressions with the group!
Webucator – Instructor led Online and Onsite Training (July 2011)
Webucator offers a wealth of technology and business training, with content ranging from introductory courses to advanced programming. The SAG and PNWADG are fortunate to welcome Webucator as a new sponsor. Please check out their offerings and … look forward to special opportunities. www.webucator.com
Wiley and Wrox -- with over 200 years of publishing expertise in the technical communities. 
www.Wiley.com and www.Wrox.com


Sponsors Wanted: If you know of a company that would be interested in sponsoring our group, please have them contact Teresa. Sponsors may provide products for review or help offset group expenses.

*******************************************************************
Calendar Year Dues … $30 per group; Join during our membership drive and save!! 
The PNWADG and the SAG each utilize a calendar year dues system; so $30 pays for membership for one group from January through December – or $45 for BOTH! In addition to supporting the group activities, being a paid member allows you to participate in drawing, receive review items and other prizes. Everyone is encouraged to participate, share expertise and to ask questions; but when it comes time to dole out the prizes and offer products for review, … those benefits are restricted to paid members. 
Please make checks payable to PNWADG and use the memo line to identify the member name and group(s). Dues may be paid at the meeting or contact Teresa to use PayPal or make other arrangements. 
Members Only Drawings and Product Reviews!

Come see what we have to offer at the monthly meetings! 
*********************************************************************
Meeting Address and Session Times (back to top)
Third Tuesday of Every Month (except December)
6:00 – 6:15 Networking 
6:15 – 7:30 ish SAG Meeting ... General announcements, Main presentation, Q&A (may be combined with PNWADG session)
           15 - 20 minute Networking Break with Pizza and Pop Meeting 
~ 7:45 to 8:00
PNWADG Sessions begins;   General announcements, Q&A, Main presentation

~ 9:30
Final announcements and adjourn meeting.

SECURITY:  Attendees are asked to have photo ID and must sign in upon entering the building/meeting room. Since exterior doors at Microsoft are locked and require a key card for entry, you will need to ring the doorbell*  (if you don’t see one call 206-931-0541) and wait for an authorized person to escort you in.   *Note – TAP on the side windows if you don’t see a doorbell.

*****************************************************
If you wish to be removed from our notification list or have wish to change the delivery email, please email Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com

Teresa Hennig
President, SAG
President, PNWADG
Microsoft MVP

Data Dynamics Northwest
Data Management Solutions
206-931-0541
This posting is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights. Copyright 2004 – 2012  Teresa Hennig
