Meeting Announcement
Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group
and the Seattle Access Group
Tuesday, February 12, 2013 
Hi All

New Year - New Office - New Features in Access!!
Microsoft released Office 2013 and Office 365 on January 29th!!!  The release of Office 365 for business is scheduled for February 27th.

Check out the links to resources, training, demos and products in the newsletters and on the Seattle Access website.

Join us at the monthly Access User Group meetings to see what’s possible, learn about the new features, and discover the benefits they offer you and your clients.  Get answers to YOUR questions!!
Mark your calendars and make the commitment to join us on the second Tuesday of each month.  Better yet, bring you colleagues, friends, and college students!!
Thank you to everyone that responded to the January Meeting Survey!  And for the emails with topic suggestions; keep the requests coming -- and we’re always seeking people to give presentations.  Just send me an email at  Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com.

February Meetings:  The topics that YOU requested!
SAG - 
Under the Covers with the Visual Basic Editor, by Willie McClure, Datarim, Inc.
PNWADG - 

Access 2013 Web App Views (Forms)
 by Kevin Nickel, Test Engineer for Microsoft Access

Please invite your colleagues, students and everyone interested in Access to join us for our monthly meetings.  

Join us - Microsoft Redmond Campus, Steptoe Room in the Café for Building 40
     (registration begins at 6 PM, SAG meeting starts at 6:15)

Bring A COLLEAGUE TO OUR MEETINGS!!!   
                  Please … share the newsletter and invite your co-workers and friends to join us.   

Looking forward to seeing you Tuesday!

 Teresa

Check the Downloads and Items of Immediate Interest sections for dozens of links to great software, tips and webinars.
   Support Our Access Groups --- Click the Links to Earn Points   (Jan 2013 )     
 It’s a Win-Win --- you learn, get demos, training, information and resources, and the groups earn points to provide resources for members!  Please go to Seattle Access site – Links page and help our groups Earn Points!   www.SeattleAccess.org  -- or use the links in this newsletter!
     Do it for Yourself … Do it for your groups!   Share the links, post them on your site …  Every click helps!   
Membership and Dues  -- 
Calendar year membership - Please join or renew now! (details below)
Annual membership is only $30 for one group and $45 for both groups! That’s right -- BOGO 50% off!!! This may be the deal of the decade. The cost of dual membership is LESS than it was in 2008 -- but the value of the tips, tools, resources and networking is *priceless.*
Newsletters (including back copies) are available on www.SeattleAccess.org
Need to change your email address? Looking for presentation materials?  Please send an email to Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com

Intro and Main PresentationNewsletter Sections
   
Meetings, Events, Etc.
Downloads and Updates          

Meeting Times and Location   Café for Building 40, Microsoft Redmond Campus,  NE 31st St.
Second Tuesday Registration starts at 6 PM; meetings are from 6:15 until about 9:30/10 PM. 
Building Security

 HYPERLINK "" \l "Locked_Out#Locked_Out" \o "#Locked_Out"                 
  
Our Sponsors
Note: If the bookmarks don’t function within this email, try saving it to Word; or download from SeattleAccess.org
Need to get in? Ring the Doorbell. If that fails, please tap the window with your key.  (Call 206-931-0541)

Networking
Networking 
Pizza + Pop + developers = Technical Talk Time. AKA – Networking and the perfect opportunity to get to know someone that you haven’t talked with before. How else will you find out what you have in common and how you can learn from each other’s experiences? And, b cause we all have nametags, we can avoid those embarrassing moments of trying to remember a name. 
                                 Nametags are your pizza pass; no nametag - no pizza. ;-). 
(We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests-- please give me 48 hours’ notice. As a courtesy to others, please limit yourself to 2 slices until everyone has a chance to get pizza. Dues help cover meeting costs, so if you don’t pay dues, please make a $5 contribution.)
Become a Member --- Details below.
Members are welcome to share job announcements, resumes and business cards. You may also send me an email with your resume along with a brief statement of your specialty, availability and a bracket on your rates. There is no telling when or what opportunities may arise.

Presentations and Other Events (return to TOC)

        
SAG - 
Under the Covers with the Visual Basic Editor by Willie McClure, Datarim, Inc.  

As you know, you can greatly increasing the functionality and benefits of your applications by using VBA. In addition to adding and controlling features, you can use VBA to manipulate the data and automate other programs. That sounds quite powerful -- because it is!  So, what are you waiting for?  You open the Visual Basic Editor (VBE) and then what? 

Even if you start with a demo file, how do you know what features and tools to use? How do you trouble shoot? How do you know what each function or routine is doing?   Great questions! The VBE offers so many tools and ways of working with code that whether you are an experience user or just beginning to explore VBA, you can always discover techniques and tips to strengthen your skills and your Access solutions.
That’s what this presentation and demonstration is all about --- Exploring the VBE and sharing experiences and techniques that will help you with your projects.  Willie will demonstrate the many features and settings of the VBA editor environment.  He will show you how to troubleshoot your application by stepping through your code, viewing variables and setting break points. Many of us learn by example, so Willie will use a sample application to demonstrate some of his tips and techniques as he goes through the features.

Willie McClure, President of Datarim, Inc, specializes in data conversion, warehousing, utilities and API interfaces.  He has been using Access since 2.0, and has created most of the Datarim product line by leveraging and integrating Access, SQL and Visual Basic. You can learn more about Datarim services and products on the Custom Solutions section of their website, www.Datarim.com.  Join us Tuesday to meet Willie and glean valuable tips as he shares his experiences, expertise, and tools. You can also contact him through his website to seek consulting and support for your projects.  

PNWADG
Access 2013 Web App Views (Forms)
 by Kevin Nickel, Test Engineer for Microsoft Access
In keeping with the trend for online services, with Access 2013, you can create a web interface to connect with data stored in SQL Server. This can open the door to an entire new arena of opportunities for user and developers. So, join us to for this special presentation when Kevin Nickel will show off some of the new capabilities of Forms (now called Views) in Microsoft Access 2013 web apps. We’ll take a look at the capabilities of the new View types and new control types. And, we’ll also spend some time exploring the runtime user experience that Access automatically builds based on the data model that you provide. This will be a great opportunity to dive a little deeper into the capabilities of the new Microsoft Access 2013.
This will be a motivating demonstration, so be sure to bring your colleagues so that they can share in the experience and be prepared to collaborate on your projects.

Kevin Nickel has been working as a test engineer for Microsoft Access since 2006, having helped ship Access 2007, 2010 and most recently 2013. He’s spent much of his time focusing on the runtime user experience as well as performance, with particular emphasis on Access web databases. Kevin will be sharing expertise and insights not only as someone who has been using Access 2013, but based on understanding of how the features can and should work as only someone who has worked inside the product might know. 

Downloads, Updates and Other Good Stuff (back to top) 

COMMUNITY DOWNLOADS -- Score Points for our User Groups! 
Help your colleagues and friends learn about new technologies -- Share these links!! 


Windows Server 2012  http://www.microsoft.com/click/services/Redirect2.ashx?CR_CC=200132168 
  (Bonus for downloads through March 31!)

Hyper-V Server 2012  http://www.microsoft.com/click/services/Redirect2.ashx?CR_CC=200145058
 (Bonus for downloads through March 31!)
System Center 2012 Suite  http://www.microsoft.com/click/services/Redirect2.ashx?CR_CC=200132167
 (Bonus for downloads through March 31!)

Virtual Academy http://www.microsoft.com/click/services/Redirect2.ashx?CR_CC=200132169
  !!!!   AMAZING TRAINING RESOURCES   !!!
Windows Azure Free 90-Day Trial  --  http://www.microsoft.com/click/services/Redirect2.ashx?CR_CC=200132165

Your App Adventure Starts Here:   Downloads, Training, Expert assistance   
http://www.microsoft.com/click/services/Redirect2.ashx?CR_CC=200132163
Register to embark on an expert-guided 30-day voyage of app development.
Sign up now and you'll receive the tools, help, and support you need to get your Windows 8 and Windows Phone 8 apps developed. Already have an app? We have resources to help iOS developers get started building Windows Store apps.

Office 365 - Home Premium -  Microsoft Release January 29, 2013   $99.99/year for five devices  (Feb 2013)
Read Microsoft’s announcement of the release of Office 365 Home, and watch Steve Ballmer’s video. And, as if $8.34 isn’t enough incentive to give it a try, Microsoft also released the University edition with a FOUR YEAR subscription for only $79.99   -- WOW a mere $1.67/month.   WAAAAHHHOOOO .. dive in --- or should I say … take it for a test flight :~S

Get ready, because Office 365 for business is scheduled for release on February 27th!
www.microsoft.com/en-us/news/press/2013/jan13/01-29O365PR.aspx

Access 2013 - Webinar and Preview  (Dec 2012)
Access helps you store and track just about any kind of information--inventory, contacts, business processes, and more. In this week's webinar, you'll learn how to organize and manage your data, plus we'll preview the latest version of Access, including a big new feature. http://blogs.office.com/b/microsoft-access/archive/2012/11/05/office-webinar-what-is-access-preview-access-2013.aspx

Check out Office 2013   -- Downloads available for Office 365 and Office 2013– (Update Jan 2013)
Learn, Explore, Purchase!!    
Links to resources, demos, training, community support and PRODUCT DOWNLOAD!  
www.microsoft.com/office/preview/en   
Download Microsoft Office Professional Plus 2013           http://technet.microsoft.com/en-US/evalcenter/jj192782.aspx
Veeam Top 5 Tools for VMware and Hyper-V - Free downloads   (Feb 2013)
Veeam provides tools and resources that support virtual environments. In addition to a range of robust licensed products, they also provide a wealth of white papers and free tools to support reporting, replication, data backup and more. Please visit their website at www.veeam.com  and download free tools from www.veeam.com/free-virtualization-software-vmware-hyper-v.html?utm_source=lp&utm_medium=crumbs&utm_campaign=cool

Idera - top five free tools for SharePoint, SQL, Server Backup and PowerShell   (Feb 2013)
Idera is offering an arsenal of tools to fortify your armory for managing Net and database projects.  Visit their site and learn about all of their products. AND … you can download their top five free tools for SharePoint, SQL, Server Backup and PowerShell. Because we believe in your brand of tech justice. Put these in your utility belt and own the night. www.idera.com/Promo/Top-5-Free-Tools/?utm_source=SQLEB&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=FreeTools&utm_content=130129-FT-FreeTools&elq=2171fee767174745ad41f332a99cb8de

Sync Fusion Metro Style Icons – $499 value as a Free Download      (Update Jan 2013)
Syncfusion Metro Studio 2 provides a collection of over 1700 Metro-style icon templates that you can be easily customize and integrate with Microsoft Office applications.
· Create thousands of unique icons from 1700+ icon templates
· Organize icons into projects and export groups with one click
· Copy icons to the Clipboard for easy integration with Microsoft Office applications

· Easily create CSS icon sprites
· Convert font characters to icons
www.syncfusion.com/downloads/metrostudio?utm_medium=EDM&utm_source=MetroStudio&mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRonuq%2FLce%2FhmjTEU5z16egvXKWg38431UFwdcjKPmjr1YoITcV0dvycMRAVFZl5nR9BFOOTaZNJ9fs%3D

Veeam Top 5 Tools for VMware and Hyper-V - Free downloads   (Feb 2013)
Veeam provides tools and resources that support virtual environments. In addition to a range of robust licensed products, they also provide a wealth of white papers and free tools to support reporting, replication, data backup and more. Please visit their website at www.veeam.com  and download free tools from www.veeam.com/free-virtualization-software-vmware-hyper-v.html?utm_source=lp&utm_medium=crumbs&utm_campaign=cool

VeeamZip V6.5  Backup Software Free Edition for  VM Ware and Hyper-V   (Update Jan 2013)
Veeam Backup Free Edition provides a number of powerful utilities for managing VMs. It complements your regular backup tool by providing easy ad hoc backups of individual VMs. Get their latest version to backup and archive virtual machine files, including Veeam FastSCP utility and VeeamZIP. Download: www.veeam.com/virtual-machine-backup-solution-free.html?ad=vmware-esxi-fastscp-go-to.html
·  Win IT Pro article about Veeam Backup software:
www.windowsitpro.com/blog/virtualization-blog-13/news2/veeam-ships-veeam-backup-free-edition-veeamzip-143328
· Related blog post: Four for Free: No-Cost Virtualization Tools and Utilities – Win IT Pro

          www.windowsitpro.com/article/virtualization/four-for-free-no-cost-virtualization-tools-and-utilities

RESOURCE TIPS:  (top)
Access MVPs – Sharing code and resources
Several Access MVP are sharing resources and links through the website hosted by Arvin Meyer. You will find the tools offered during Crystal’s presentation on her page.   www.AccessMVP.com
Doug Steele, Access MVP and author of “Access Solutions” shares tips and links to other resources.  http://www.accessmvp.com/djsteele/AccessIndex.html

Access Blog – by the Access Team --- one of the top blogs on MSDN!!!
Stay tuned to the community … The team shares insights into their schedule, their favorite features, new features and how to use them. This is also an ideal avenue for the team to talk about issues that are of interest to the Access community. You’ll learn about the people and some of the factors that are helping to shape the future of Access. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, The Access Blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.msdn.com/access/default.aspx 
A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance 
www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Visit http://search.microsoft.com/en-us/CommunityResults.aspx?q=office%20community to search through Microsoft community and support options. 
You may also find what you are looking for by using http://groups.google.com or by setting multiple search criteria at www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en.

Utter Access Discussion Forum 
Touted as the number one Access community forum!  This may be a great place to get answers to your questions. And, you’ll see several familiar names as some of our members are prolific posters. Hey, there are even photos from the MVP Summit, so check it out! www.utteraccess.com/forums/index.php

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

Access Developer Portal MSDN 
Database samples and tutorials provided by Access MVP and other experts.
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/office/aa905400.aspx 
Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/  or   http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 

Mr Excel – Excel tips and support and … Learn Excel from Bill Jelen   (May 2012)
Mr  Excel represents an entire community of Excel power users how are sharing their expertise, experiences and time through blogs, podcasts, tips, forums and links to a wealth of other reference materials.  Among the links you’ll find Bill Jelen’s podcasts and books – including several that can be invaluable tools in Access projects – such as the random number selector.  Visit the website, www.mrexcel.com or go to http://learnmrexcel.wordpress.com for a blog and videos.
OUR SPONSORS (back to top)
Code Magazine   -- FREE --  One Year Subscription   (Nov 2012)
Code Magazine has content covering topics from A to X, and then some --- literally! Check out the index…
With the exciting opportunities for Access 2013, Windows 8, and so much more, you’ll appreciate the value of having the up-to-date reference material provided through Code Magazine. Sign up for your free one year subscription by clicking on one of the following links.  
Link for SAG Members               Link for PNWADG Members

FMS, Inc., (www.fmsinc.com) the world’s leading developer of Microsoft Access 3rd party products with their award winning “Total Access”  including Total Access Analyzer, Total Visual CodeTools, and Total Access Emailer. FMS also offers an Access Help Center with various resources such as technical papers, tips, etc. (www.fmsinc.com/MicrosoftAccess/help.html)

Microsoft is hosting our meetings! And, they have several representatives at our meetings to answer questions and find out what is important to us -- as Access developers. It is great to know that we will always have a member of the Access team at our meetings -- talk about going directly to the source! Microsoft has also sponsored several review and prize drawings. By the way, don’t forget to sign up for User Research opportunities.   These are a fun way to share your thoughts with Microsoft and you earn software for your efforts. Sign up on line ---  www.microsoft.com/en-us/usability/default.aspx 

SkillForge – Live, Instructor-Led Online Microsoft Training (August 2011)
SkillForge is a different kind of training company. Founded by trainers with over 15 years of experience in the training industry, they share one key focus – delivering exceptional training. The instructors are experts in their field with years of real world experience so the lessons convey both technical and practical expertise.
Visit www.SkillForge.com to checkout their course offerings -- including a wealth of Access classes -- sign up; share your impressions with the group!

Webucator – Instructor led Online and Onsite Training (July 2011)
Webucator offers a wealth of technology and business training, with content ranging from introductory courses to advanced programming. The SAG and PNWADG are fortunate to welcome Webucator as a new sponsor. Please check out their offerings and … look forward to special opportunities. www.webucator.com

Wiley and Wrox -- with over 200 years of publishing expertise in the technical communities. 
www.Wiley.com and www.Wrox.com


Sponsors Wanted: If you know of a company that would be interested in sponsoring our group, please have them contact Teresa. Sponsors may provide products for review or help offset group expenses.

*******************************************************************
Calendar Year Dues … $30 per group or ---  join both for only $45! 
The PNWADG and the SAG each utilize a calendar year dues system; so $30 pays for membership for one group from January through December – or $45 for BOTH! In addition to supporting the group activities, being a paid member allows you to participate in drawing, receive review items and other prizes. Everyone is encouraged to participate, share expertise and to ask questions; but when it comes time to dole out the prizes and offer products for review … those benefits are restricted to paid members. 
Please make checks payable to PNWADG and use the memo line to identify the member name and group(s). 
Dues may be paid at the meeting or contact Teresa for mailing instructions.
          …  Paid Members participate in Drawings and Product Reviews!

Meeting Files and Materials
Presenters are encouraged to provide slides, demos and other files that members can download from the SAG website. These can be excellent resources for learning about new features or techniques and figuring out how to incorporate them into projects. If files or links are available, they will be posted on the Seattle Access website. 
As we gain experience with Live Meeting, we will record and share links to select sessions.
*********************************************************************
Meeting Address and Session Times (back to top)
Steptoe Room, Café for Building 40, Microsoft Redmond Campus --- NE 31st, Redmond
Second Tuesday of Every Month 
6:00 – 6:15 Networking 
6:15 – 7:30 ish SAG Meeting ... General announcements, Main presentation, Q&A (may be combined with PNWADG session)
           15 - 20 minute Networking Break with Pizza and Pop Meeting 
~ 7:45 to 8:00
PNWADG Sessions begins;   General announcements, Q&A, Main presentation
~ 9:20 – 10:00
Final announcements and adjourn meeting.
 Directions: From SR 520 Eastbound ...  
Exit NE 40th, Turn RIGHT onto NE 40th, and move into the far right lane. 
Turn RIGHT onto 156th NE - head South.  
Turn RIGHT onto NE 31st. 
Turn LEFT onto the access road for Buildings 41 and 40
Turn RIGHT into the parking garage.  
As you walk from the garage, Building 40 is on the RIGHT and the Cafe is the single story building in the middle. Walk the length of Building 40, to get to the side entrance of the cafe.

Meetings are in the STEPTOE Room in the Cafe. The entrance is on the right side, by building 40. The meeting room is immediately to the right.

SECURITY:  Attendees are asked to have photo ID and must sign in upon entering the building/meeting room. Since exterior doors at Microsoft are locked and require a key card for entry, you will need to ring the doorbell*  
(if you don’t see one call 206-931-0541) and wait for an authorized person to escort you in.   
*Note – TAP on the side windows if you don’t see a doorbell.

*****************************************************
If you wish to be removed from our notification list or have wish to change the delivery email, please email Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com

Teresa Hennig
President, SAG
President, PNWADG
Microsoft MVP

Data Dynamics Northwest
Data Management Solutions
206-931-0541
This posting is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights. Copyright 2004 – 2012  Teresa Hennig
