Meeting Announcement
Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group
and the Seattle Access Group
July 9, 2013
Please invite your colleagues and join us for the Access User Group Meetings --
 the Second Tuesday of every month!

Questions to our readers:

1) What are your favorite resources for learning SQL Server for Access developers?
2) Favorite training resources for beginner and intermediate level for Access developers and for Access users.
    Consider classes, online resources, books, videos and ???
Please send me a note and share your suggestions and why.
 
This month’s presentations:

SAG
Dan Gramer, Managing Project Management -- allocating and tracking assignments
We are all juggling tasks, trying to fit everything in to a finite schedule. Sometimes it works and other times we find that we are flat overcommitted. We may be able to deal with things on an individual level, but what about when it is upsized to a corporate and national scale.  That’s what Dan has been dealing on a recent project that created a system for his company to manage deliverables from their IT consultants.
 
The impetus for the in-house tracking system was that the company had a growing concern that key players were being over committed during the final stretch of implementing a new ERP system. The contractor had a list of critical work packages to complete the implementation, but that wasn’t enough to provide the confidence that they had the correct mix of resources to complete the individual tasks in the projected time frame.  (a common dilemma any type of project). To provide the necessary oversight, Dan built a system to identify and track commitments and assignments. This helped the team:

1.      Capture definitions of work packages deemed critical to completing the implementation.

2.      Identify who (named resources) and effort (in hours) needed to complete each work package.

3.      Schedule when the resources would be expected to engage. 

4.      Provided the ability for managers to capture the actual man hours spent per resource against each activity from invoices.

5.      Enable managers to review estimated hours and actual hours spent, and update estimate hours to complete each work package each week.

Dan will explain some of the pivotal factors for the requirements and show how they are manifested in the solution. After demonstrating how the features are integrated, you will delve into the design and walk through some of code and decision points to discuss how and why some of the functionality evolved the way it did.

Dan is a construction professional with over 25 years of commercial construction experience throughout the Western United States and Canada. In addition to his construction management responsibilities, Dan has an active role in designing, developing and implementing software solutions. Currently as a manager of Integrated Building Solutions, Dan’s focus is on developing standards, establishing meaningful metrics, and spreading knowledge through training programs at Turner.   

In the early 1990’s, Dan was a Microsoft Insider and one of the first people to work with the pre-release versions of Windows 2000 and Office 2000. He has been working with Excel since the pre-PC versions and started using Access in 1993. Recognizing the benefits of using Access to compile and analyze data, Dan has used Access to provide a wide variety of business solutions.

PNWADG:

George Hepworth, Access MVP -- Access Web App - Advanced Features of Maid to Order
Join us in July for a behind the scenes look at some of the factors and processes that went into the development of “Maid to Order,” the web app featured in our new book, “Professional Access 2013 Programming.” MTO provides a proof of concept to demonstrate to developers and businesses that Access web apps have the foundation and features to provide robust business solutions.
Tonight’s presentation will highlight several of the advanced features such as incorporating Maps for daily job locations, installing a team mail box for use by the members of the team site and app, and associating documents in a team library with jobs in the database. Depending on time limits, I’ll also discuss a couple of client side things we did with security and using web services. We will also identify features to cover in a more detailed, tutorial manner in future sessions.

George is a database developer for Data and Domains, a provider of Access and Access/SQL Server solutions for clients in the Puget Sound region. George is a member of the Admin team at UtterAccess, which is widely regarded as the premier Access help forum. George has written or contributed to several books on MS Access, the most recent being "Professional Access 2013 Programming ", with co-authors Teresa Hennig, Ben Clothier and Dagi (Doug) Yudovich. George believes any day on which one doesn't learn at least one new thing is a day wasted. George holds an MA in TESL and a BS in English from Utah State University. His daughter and his money are in their final year of graduate studies at Seattle University

Bring your laptop or files so that you can share with the group:
Q&A -- Bring your questions, database files. 
TIPS -- Share a favorite or new technique or tip.
Web Apps -- Working on a Web App? Share your questions, highlights and goals with the group.
Windows 8 Features and Apps - Share your “favorite new” feature, technique, or App with the group,

                      Drawings  -- Professional Access 2013 Programming!! 
Attend the June, July and August meetings to be entered in a special drawing for a signed copy of Professional Access 2013 Programming.
Available for presales ordering at:  www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-1118530837.html

Upcoming Presenters
August - Charlie Pham, Microsoft Access Test Team
September - Armen Stein, J Street Technology, Access MVP
Bring A COLLEAGUE TO OUR MEETINGS!!!   
                  Please … share the newsletter and invite your co-workers and friends to join us.   
Looking forward to seeing you Tuesday!

 Teresa
Access MVP 2006 - 2013   

Check the Downloads and Items of Immediate Interest sections for dozens of links to great software, tips and webinars.
   Support Our Access Groups --- Click the Links to Earn Points   (Jan 2013)     
 It’s a Win-Win --- you learn, get demos, training, information and resources, and the groups earn points to provide resources for members!  Please go to Seattle Access site – Links page and help our groups Earn Points!   www.SeattleAccess.org  -- or use the links in this newsletter!
     Do it for Yourself … Do it for your groups!   Share the links, post them on your site …  Every click helps!   
Membership and Dues  -- 
Calendar year membership - Please join or renew now! (details below)
Annual membership is only $30 for one group and $45 for both groups! That’s right -- BOGO 50% off!!! This may be the deal of the decade. The cost of dual membership is LESS than it was in 2008 -- but the value of the tips, tools, resources and networking is *priceless.*
Newsletters (including back copies) are available on www.SeattleAccess.org
Need to change your email address? Looking for presentation materials?  Please send an email to Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com

Intro and Main PresentationNewsletter Sections
   
Meetings, Events, Etc.
Downloads and Updates          

Meeting Times and Location   Café for Building 40, Microsoft Redmond Campus,  NE 31st St.
Second Tuesday Registration starts at 6 PM; meetings are from 6:15 until about 9:30/10 PM. 
Building Security

 HYPERLINK "" \l "Locked_Out#Locked_Out" \o "#Locked_Out"                 
  
Our Sponsors
Note: If the bookmarks don’t function within this email, try saving it to Word; or download from SeattleAccess.org
Need to get in? Ring the Doorbell. If that fails, please tap the window with your key.  (Call 206-931-0541)
Networking
Networking 
Pizza + Pop + developers = Technical Talk Time. AKA – Networking and the perfect opportunity to get to know someone that you haven’t talked with before. How else will you find out what you have in common and how you can learn from each other’s experiences? And, because we all have nametags, we can avoid those embarrassing moments of trying to remember a name. 
                                 Nametags are your pizza pass; no nametag - no pizza. (at least that seems reasonable ;-). 
(We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests-- please give me 48 hours’ notice. As a courtesy to others, please limit yourself to 2 slices until everyone has a chance to get pizza. Dues help cover meeting costs, so if you don’t pay dues, please make a $5 contribution.)
Become a Member --- Details below.

Downloads, Updates and Other Good Stuff (back to top) 

 Access 2013 Runtime (July 2013)     
If you need to distribute Access solutions to users that do not have the full version of Access, you now leverage the Access 2013 Runtime. To learn more and download the files, visit: http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/download/details.aspx?id=39358

What’s new in Access 2013  (July 2013)  
An introduction to Access web apps, complete with a video, tips, and tutorials to get you started
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/access-help/what-s-new-in-access-2013-HA102809500.aspx

Office 365 - Home Premium -  $99.99/year for five devices  (June 2013)
Get the 30 day trial or sign up for the monthly or annual subscription.  http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/free-trial-try-microsoft-office-2013-and-office-365-products-FX102858196.aspx

Download Microsoft Office Professional Plus 2013           http://technet.microsoft.com/en-US/evalcenter/jj192782.aspx

Get the full featured version for a 60 day trial period.

SQL Server 2014 -- a closer look  (July 2013)  
More tools, faster insights into business intelligence, greater support for mission critical and cloud performance.
http://blogs.technet.com/b/dataplatforminsider/archive/2013/06/05/sql-server-2014-a-closer-look.aspx

COMMUNITY DOWNLOADS -- Score Points for our User Groups! 
Share these links - Help your colleagues and friends learn about new technologies 

Windows Azure Free 90-Day Trial http://www.microsoft.com/click/services/Redirect2.ashx?CR_CC=200132165

Windows Server 2012  http://www.microsoft.com/click/services/Redirect2.ashx?CR_CC=200132168 
Hyper-V Server 2012  http://www.microsoft.com/click/services/Redirect2.ashx?CR_CC=200145058
System Center 2012 Suite  http://www.microsoft.com/click/services/Redirect2.ashx?CR_CC=200132167
Visual Studio Express for Windows 8 http://www.microsoft.com/click/services/Redirect2.ashx?CR_CC=200132164 

Virtual Academy http://www.microsoft.com/click/services/Redirect2.ashx?CR_CC=200132169
                    !!!!   AMAZING TRAINING RESOURCES   !!!

Your App Adventure Starts Here:   Downloads, Training, Expert assistance   
http://www.microsoft.com/click/services/Redirect2.ashx?CR_CC=200132163
Register to embark on an expert-guided 30-day voyage of app development.
Sign up now and you'll receive the tools, help, and support you need to get your Windows 8 and Windows Phone 8 apps developed. Already have an app? We have resources to help iOS developers get started building Windows Store apps.

RESOURCE TIPS:  (top)
Access MVPs – Sharing code and resources
Several Access MVP are sharing resources and links through the website hosted by Arvin Meyer. You will find the tools offered during Crystal’s presentation on her page.   www.AccessMVP.com
Doug Steele, Access MVP and author of “Access Solutions” shares tips and links to other resources.  http://www.accessmvp.com/djsteele/AccessIndex.html

Access Blog – by the Access Team --- one of the top blogs on MSDN!!!
Stay tuned to the community … The team shares insights into their schedule, their favorite features, new features and how to use them. This is also an ideal avenue for the team to talk about issues that are of interest to the Access community. You’ll learn about the people and some of the factors that are helping to shape the future of Access. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, The Access Blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.office.com/b/microsoft-access  
A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance 
www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Visit http://search.microsoft.com/en-us/CommunityResults.aspx?q=office%20community to search through Microsoft community and support options. 

Utter Access Discussion Forum 
Touted as the number one Access community forum!  This may be a great place to get answers to your questions. And, you’ll see several familiar names as some of our members are prolific posters. Hey, there are even photos from the MVP Summit, so check it out! www.utteraccess.com/forums/index.php

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

Access Developer Portal MSDN 
Database samples and tutorials provided by Access MVP and other experts.
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/office/aa905400.aspx 

Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/  or   http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 

Mr Excel – Excel tips and support and … Learn Excel from Bill Jelen   (May 2012)
Mr  Excel represents an entire community of Excel power users how are sharing their expertise, experiences and time through blogs, podcasts, tips, forums and links to a wealth of other reference materials.  Among the links you’ll find Bill Jelen’s podcasts and books – including several that can be invaluable tools in Access projects – such as the random number selector.  Visit the website, www.mrexcel.com or go to http://learnmrexcel.wordpress.com for a blog and videos.
OUR SPONSORS (back to top)
Code Magazine   -- FREE --  One Year Subscription   (Nov 2012)
Code Magazine has content covering topics from A to X, and then some --- literally! Check out the index…
With the exciting opportunities for Access 2013, Windows 8, and so much more, you’ll appreciate the value of having the up-to-date reference material provided through Code Magazine. Sign up for your free one year subscription by clicking on one of the following links.  
Link for SAG Members               Link for PNWADG Members

FMS, Inc., (www.fmsinc.com) the world’s leading developer of Microsoft Access 3rd party products with their award winning “Total Access”  including Total Access Analyzer, Total Visual CodeTools, and Total Access Emailer. FMS also offers an Access Help Center with various resources such as technical papers, tips, etc. (www.fmsinc.com/MicrosoftAccess/help.html)

Microsoft is hosting our meetings! And, they have several representatives at our meetings to answer questions and find out what is important to us -- as Access developers. It is great to know that we will always have a member of the Access team at our meetings -- talk about going directly to the source! Microsoft has also sponsored several review and prize drawings. By the way, don’t forget to sign up for User Research opportunities.   These are a fun way to share your thoughts with Microsoft and you earn software for your efforts. Sign up on line ---  www.microsoft.com/en-us/usability/default.aspx 

SkillForge – Live, Instructor-Led Online Microsoft Training (August 2011)
SkillForge is a different kind of training company. Founded by trainers with over 15 years of experience in the training industry, they share one key focus – delivering exceptional training. The instructors are experts in their field with years of real world experience so the lessons convey both technical and practical expertise.
Visit www.SkillForge.com to checkout their course offerings -- including a wealth of Access classes -- sign up; share your impressions with the group!

Webucator – Instructor led Online and Onsite Training (July 2011)
Webucator offers a wealth of technology and business training, with content ranging from introductory courses to advanced programming. The SAG and PNWADG are fortunate to welcome Webucator as a new sponsor. Please check out their offerings and … look forward to special opportunities. www.webucator.com

Wiley and Wrox -- with over 200 years of publishing expertise in the technical communities. 
www.Wiley.com and www.Wrox.com


Sponsors Wanted: If you know of a company that would be interested in sponsoring our group, please have them contact Teresa. Sponsors may provide products for review or help offset group expenses.
*******************************************************************
Calendar Year Dues … $30 per group or ---  join both for only $45! 
The PNWADG and the SAG each utilize a calendar year dues system; so $30 pays for membership for one group from January through December – or $45 for BOTH! In addition to supporting the group activities, being a paid member allows you to participate in drawing, receive review items and other prizes. Everyone is encouraged to participate, share expertise and to ask questions; but when it comes time to dole out the prizes and offer products for review … those benefits are restricted to paid members. 
Please make checks payable to PNWADG and use the memo line to identify the member name and group(s). 
Dues may be paid at the meeting or contact Teresa for mailing instructions.
          …  Paid Members participate in Drawings and Product Reviews!

Meeting Files and Materials
Presenters are encouraged to provide slides, demos and other files that members can download from the SAG website. These can be excellent resources for learning about new features or techniques and figuring out how to incorporate them into projects. If files or links are available, they will be posted on the Seattle Access website. 
As we gain experience with Live Meeting, we will record and share links to select sessions.
*********************************************************************
Meeting Address and Session Times (back to top)
Steptoe Room, Café for Building 40, Microsoft Redmond Campus --- NE 31st, Redmond
Second Tuesday of Every Month 
6:00 – 6:15 Networking 
6:15 – 7:30 ish SAG Meeting ... General announcements, Main presentation, Q&A (may be combined with PNWADG session)
           15 - 20 minute Networking Break with Pizza and Pop Meeting 
~ 7:45 to 8:00
PNWADG Sessions begins;   General announcements, Q&A, Main presentation
~ 9:20 – 10:00
Final announcements and adjourn meeting.
 Directions: From SR 520 Eastbound ...  
Exit NE 40th, Turn RIGHT onto NE 40th, and move into the far right lane. 
Turn RIGHT onto 156th NE - head South.  
Turn RIGHT onto NE 31st. 
Turn LEFT onto the access road for Buildings 41 and 40
Turn RIGHT into the parking garage.  
As you walk from the garage, Building 40 is on the RIGHT and the Cafe is the single story building in the middle. Walk the length of Building 40, to get to the side entrance of the cafe.

Meetings are in the STEPTOE Room in the Cafe. The entrance is on the right side, by building 40. The meeting room is immediately to the right.

SECURITY:  Attendees are asked to have photo ID and must sign in upon entering the building/meeting room. Since exterior doors at Microsoft are locked and require a key card for entry, you will need to ring the doorbell*  
(if you don’t see one call 206-931-0541) and wait for an authorized person to escort you in.   
*Note – TAP on the side windows if you don’t see a doorbell.

*****************************************************
If you wish to be removed from our notification list or have wish to change the delivery email, please email Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com

Teresa Hennig
President, SAG
President, PNWADG
Microsoft MVP

Data Dynamics Northwest
Data Management Solutions
206-931-0541
This posting is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights. Copyright 2004 – 2013  Teresa Hennig
