Meeting Announcement
Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group
and the Seattle Access Group
August 13, 2013
Hi Everyone,
WOW … this is packed with new opportunities!  There is so much to cover that it didn’t all fit in!  In fact, the web version has a few things that arrived AFTER the newsletter was sent, such as Seattle Give Camp (Oct 11 - 13) and Seattle Code Camp (Sept 28)

Please invite your colleagues and join us for the Access User Group Meetings --
 the Second Tuesday of every month!

A cheery warm welcome to all of our new members -- local and afar ;~S
It is exciting to see a resurgence in energy and the new approaches to creating applications that leverage Access for local, web and mobile solutions.
---Share a Tip win an 8 GB jump drive 
Speaking of participation from afar … I want to thank everyone for responding to the newsletters, downloading files and supporting the groups outside of the meetings. And recognizing that many of our members can’t make it to every (or any) meeting, I’m adding a new way for you to share your expertise … send a tip that can be shared at the meetings, in the newsletters and/or on the website. We will also add a page to the website for user tips (YES -- that means that the site will be updated!!!), so along with discussions and links, you can include demo files and other attachments. I may do some minor editing, but please have content that is ready to share and send it to Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com 

Want some ideas? Consider some of the techniques that you routinely incorporate into your solutions, or something that you’ve recently researched … The things that help you are of often the tips source for tips that will benefit others just as much. You can also download an updated list of topics and ideas from UG site at www.SeattleAccess.org  -- a new list will be published after the meeting surveys are returned (check after Aug 15)   And, speaking of surveys, that provides the segue to the next item.
Please take the SAG/PNWADG Meeting survey --- 

ALL MEMBERS are encouraged to complete the survey!!! Your feedback and suggestions will help us tailor the meeting presentations and discussions to your interests and goals. It will also foster more opportunities for long distance participation and add value to the web content.  
Survey location:  http://www.instant.ly/s/k4P5Z?source_type=email
As always, you can email your suggestions to Teresa any time …  And, we’d LOVE to have you volunteer to do a presentation! 

  August 13 Special Drawing: "Microsoft Access 2013 Inside Out” 
by Jeff Conrad, the Access Junkie, former Access MVP, and Test Engineer on the Microsoft Access team. Jeff’s book is a comprehensive reference for intermediate and advanced users that packs hundreds of timesaving solutions, troubleshooting tips, and workarounds. Visit: http://shop.oreilly.com/product/0790145367969.do
Yes … you must be present and a paid member to win! Annual membership is only $30 per group or $45 for both!
Jeff will be doing a presentation at an upcoming meeting, so you’ll want to be sure to join us for another opportunity to learn from his experiences, ask questions and have your books signed.
I Asked … You Answered: 
1) What are your favorite resources for learning SQL Server for Access developers?
BOOK:  -- to learn SQL Server (not specific to an Access developer’s perspective)
To get started: SAMs “Teach Yourself Microsoft SQL Server T-SQL in 10 Minutes a Day”

For in depth learning: the “Joes 2 Pros” series   -- (haven’t found it for Access though.)


Practice: 
 - Use the free versions and work through some examples and code samples.
 - Volunteer at an organization to get OJT and mentoring.
- Participate in Give Camp and other group projects.
 
2) Favorite training resources for beginner and intermediate level for Access developers -
Mentoring! Another great benefit of participating in the UG meetings!  It’s an excellent place to meet colleagues, hear about current projects and connect with people who are dedicated to sharing expertise and experience.  
Search tools:  Google and Bing
Sites:
www.UtterAccess.com, www.mvps.org (and associated links)
Books:   

For intermediate developers: “Access 2010 Programmer’s Reference.” Testimonial: it’s by far the best book I’ve come across on Access VBA  (Wahhoooo ;~S … thank you!). With that in mind, you’ll want to get “Professional Access 2013 Programming.”
Jeff Conrad’s new book, "Microsoft Access 2013 Inside Out”
Not only can you ask questions, bring your project to get help, view presentations, collect demo files and sample code

Bonus: -- Response to discussions as the July meetings.
Where can we learn about working with multi-value fields -- visit www.utteraccess.com/forum/Multi-Fields-t1984616.html
and you can also use the write-up and demo in the new book, “Professional Access 2013 Programming.”
www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-1118530837.html
 
This month’s presentations:

SAG  -- Access Web Apps - Laying the Foundation 
by George Hepworth, Access MVP co-author Professional Access 2013 Programming 
Access Web Apps open the door to an entire new arena of opportunities for Access solutions … They are new, they are evolving, and they are somewhat of a mystery --- but they can be mastered. And, in tonight’s presentation, George will guide us on a path to lay a solid foundation that will help you build solid solutions. We’ll look at some features, discuss the concepts and then go through the logic and process of building the tables and initial layout. Your questions will help direct the focus and level of detail --- so come prepared to participate.
George Hepworth is an Access MVP, administrator on Utter Access, and author of several books, including “Professional Access 2013 Programming.” He is world renown as being at the fore-front of Access web apps. George is dedicated to helping the Access communities, and we are indeed fortunate to have George as an active member and presenter at the SAG and PNWADG!

PNWADG: Workshop, Problem solving and Demos -- Client, Web, Current and Future Projects
This is YOUR TIME for informal and (somewhat) impromptu demonstrations, problem solving and delving into techniques and processes. In addition to exploring your current projects, this is also a great opportunity for some lab time for working on Office 365, Access web apps, and other features and configurations that you may be considering for future projects. Check out online templates or sample projects and bring your questions and examples.
You asked for time to share your files and work … so BRING IT! 
See you Tuesday!
Bring your laptop or files so that you can share with the group:
Q&A -- Bring your questions, database files. 
TIPS -- Share a favorite or new technique or tip.
Web Apps -- Working on a Web App? Share your questions, highlights and goals with the group.
Windows 8 Features and Apps - Share your “favorite new” feature, technique, or App with the group,

                      AUGUST Drawings -- Professional Access 2013 Programming!! 
THIS IS IT!!!!!!   A LUCKY WINNER will receive a signed copy of “Professional Access 2013 Programming”.
The winner will be announced at the August meeting ;~S … 
Those who attended the June, July and August meetings will be entered in a special drawing and receive their book or before the September meeting.
You can also order your copy from Teresa or at:  www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-1118530837.html

Upcoming Presenters
September - Armen Stein, J Street Technology, Access MVP 
 relinking to SQL Server databases
September - Charlie Pham, Test Engineer, Microsoft Access Team
The highly anticipated cascading controls feature that just rolled out to O365 customers. And more about UI design and data macros.
Cuong "Charlie" Pham is a test engineer of Microsoft Access team working on improving legacy access features and access services. He completed his PhD in Computer Science at University of Massachusetts in December 2012. During his graduate study, he had worked as a lecturer teaching computer science courses for the CS department and a research member of Network Information Systems Lab. He received a BS degree from Bauman Moscow State Technical University in Moscow, Russia in 2007. He was a research intern at EMC and Huawei R&D USA during summers of 2010 and 2011. Before moving to Boston in 2008, he spent 4 months "chasing storms" at National Weather Center in Norman, Oklahoma. 

November or TBD - Jeff Conrad, the Access Junkie, former Access MVP and Microsoft Access test engineer!

Bring A COLLEAGUE TO OUR MEETINGS!!!   
                  Please … share the newsletter and invite your co-workers and friends to join us.   
Looking forward to seeing you Tuesday  (and the second Tuesday of every month)!

 Teresa
Access MVP 2006 - 2013   

Check the Downloads and Items of Immediate Interest sections for dozens of links to great software, tips and webinars.
   Support Our Access Groups --- Click the Links to Earn Points   (Jan 2013)     
 It’s a Win-Win --- you learn, get demos, training, information and resources, and the groups earn points to provide resources for members!  Please go to Seattle Access site – Links page and help our groups Earn Points!   www.SeattleAccess.org  -- or use the links in this newsletter!
     Do it for Yourself … Do it for your groups!   Share the links, post them on your site …  Every click helps!   
Membership and Dues  -- 
Calendar year membership - Please join or renew now! (details below)
Annual membership is only $30 for one group and $45 for both groups! That’s right -- BOGO 50% off!!! This may be the deal of the decade. The cost of dual membership is LESS than it was in 2008 -- but the value of the tips, tools, resources and networking is *priceless.*
Newsletters (including back copies) are available on www.SeattleAccess.org
Need to change your email address? Looking for presentation materials?  Please send an email to Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com

Intro and Main PresentationNewsletter Sections
   
Meetings, Events, Etc.
Downloads and Updates          

Meeting Times and Location   Café for Building 40, Microsoft Redmond Campus,  NE 31st St.
Second Tuesday Registration starts at 6 PM; meetings are from 6:15 until about 9:30/10 PM. 
Building Security

 HYPERLINK "" \l "Locked_Out#Locked_Out" \o "#Locked_Out"                 
  
Our Sponsors
Note: If the bookmarks don’t function within this email, try saving it to Word; or download from SeattleAccess.org
Need to get in? Ring the Doorbell. If that fails, please tap the window with your key.  (Call 206-931-0541)
Networking
Networking 
Pizza + Pop + developers = Technical Talk Time. AKA – Networking and the perfect opportunity to get to know someone that you haven’t talked with before. How else will you find out what you have in common and how you can learn from each other’s experiences? And, because we all have nametags, we can avoid those embarrassing moments of trying to remember a name. 
                                 Nametags are your pizza pass; no nametag - no pizza. (at least that seems reasonable ;-). 
(We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests-- please give me 48 hours’ notice. As a courtesy to others, please limit yourself to 2 slices until everyone has a chance to get pizza. Dues help cover meeting costs, so if you don’t pay dues, please make a $5 contribution.)
Become a Member --- Details below.

Downloads, Updates and Other Good Stuff (back to top) 
Seattle Give Camp -- October 11 - 6 PM through Sunday October 13,  6 PM  - Microsoft Redmond Campus (Aug 2013)
We will have a nice representation of the Seattle Access groups!!! --- please volunteer!!  It is an amazing and heartwarming opportunity to pool diversified expertise and create invaluable resources for worthwhile causes.  This is ALL VOLUNTEERS --- give as much time as you can ---  your energy and support make it happen!  Whether you provide technical expertise or help in whatever way is needed, your effort are amplified by everyone else. 

Volunteer and learn more at www.seattlegivecamp.org  
 (if you feel inclined, you can put Teresa as the team …  --- not saying that we’ll all be on the same team, but … it may help the organizers.
The event is in the early planning stages, so I noticed that that the tally isn’t showing the count of current volunteers or charities.)


Seattle Code Camp 2013 Saturday, September 28, 2013 from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM (PDT) (Aug 2013)
Code Camp is a community event where developers talk with-and learn from-fellow developers. All are welcome to attend and speak. Code Camps have been wildly successful, and we have been bringing that success to Seattle since 2005!  You can expect a full day of talking about code with fellow developers. Sessions will range from informal "chalk talks" to presentations. There will be a mix of presenters, some experienced folks, for some it may be their first opportunity to speak in public. Participants will be arriving from throughout the Pacific Northwest region and beyond. The entire day, including food and beverages is only $10!!  Seattle Code Camp is hosted at the DigiPen Redmond campus. Learn more and sign up at https://seattle.codecamp.us/

Tips and Discussions
When and Where to use Compact and Repair  (Aug 2013)  
Compact and repair is commonly used to resolve or avoid database bloat -- which is mostly associated with tables and data. Some people use the feature “compact on close” to run the process every time the database is closed. However, this may be excessive and actually lead to problems. A judicious approach is to structure the database to avoid bloat and to put temp or work tables in separate files. 
Your preferences and experiences may vary, but some recommendations include:

- Schedule compact and repair of data files based use and size. Make a copy of the file before running C&R, and keep the backup for a specified period.

- If a user file becomes corrupted, replace it; why risk undue complications? Space is cheap, so keep a zipped copy of user files and just swap in a fresh file when needed.

- If you need local work or temp tables, put them a separate local database. The tables or entire file can be replaced before or after use -- depending on the business needs.

These techniques can be mixed and modified to best suit the scenario at hand.

Be Wary of Support Call Scams!! (Aug 2013)  
A new (or ongoing) surge of very official sounding support calls from people who claim to work for Microsoft Online Support Services and say that they are responding to a problem with your computer -- THESE ARE SCAMS!!!  They can sound so legitimate that even Microsoft employees can be lured in enough to check for known scams … Seems you just can let your guard down … you can learn more at:
http://answers.microsoft.com/en-us/protect/forum/mse-protect_scanning/eventvwr/5573cbb9-d996-49de-a3e8-c571c31808ef
Cascading Controls for Access 2013 -- (Aug 2013)  
 part of the feature set provided with Access 2013 web apps through Office 365  
One of the common features in a business solution is to make the options in a control, such as a dropdown, relevant to the option chosen from a different control. And NOW … that is a one of the packaged features available for Access 2013 web apps!!  WAAHOOO!  No need to wait for the next version of Office -- our Access team magically made it happen and delivered it through Office 365. 
Join us in September for a detailed review and demo by Charlie Pham, Access Test Engineer.  Read more about cascading controls on the Access blog at: 
http://blogs.office.com/b/microsoft-access/archive/2013/08/01/introducing-a-new-user-experience-feature-in-access-web-apps-cascading-controls.aspx

Windows 8 End User Training Brochure  (Aug 2013)  
Make the transition to Windows 8 easier and faster with the help of this free guide from Microsoft.

Learn how to get around, navigate, manage apps, and personalize in Windows 8

http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/download/details.aspx?id=39055

 Access 2013 Runtime (July 2013)     
If you need to distribute Access solutions to users that do not have the full version of Access, you now leverage the Access 2013 Runtime. To learn more and download the files, visit: http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/download/details.aspx?id=39358

What’s new in Access 2013  (July 2013)  
An introduction to Access web apps, complete with a video, tips, and tutorials to get you started
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/access-help/what-s-new-in-access-2013-HA102809500.aspx

Office 365 - Home Premium -  $99.99/year for five devices  (June 2013)
Get the 30 day trial or sign up for the monthly or annual subscription.  http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/free-trial-try-microsoft-office-2013-and-office-365-products-FX102858196.aspx

Download Microsoft Office Professional Plus 2013           http://technet.microsoft.com/en-US/evalcenter/jj192782.aspx

Get the full featured version for a 60 day trial period.

SQL Server 2014 -- a closer look  (July 2013)  
More tools, faster insights into business intelligence, greater support for mission critical and cloud performance.
http://blogs.technet.com/b/dataplatforminsider/archive/2013/06/05/sql-server-2014-a-closer-look.aspx

COMMUNITY DOWNLOADS -- Score Points for our User Groups! 
Share these links - Help your colleagues and friends learn about new technologies. Every DOWNLOAD COUNTS!!

Windows Azure Free 90-Day Trial http://www.microsoft.com/click/services/Redirect2.ashx?CR_CC=200132165

Windows Server 2012  http://www.microsoft.com/click/services/Redirect2.ashx?CR_CC=200132168 
Hyper-V Server 2012  http://www.microsoft.com/click/services/Redirect2.ashx?CR_CC=200145058
System Center 2012 Suite  http://www.microsoft.com/click/services/Redirect2.ashx?CR_CC=200132167
Visual Studio Express for Windows 8 http://www.microsoft.com/click/services/Redirect2.ashx?CR_CC=200132164 

Virtual Academy http://www.microsoft.com/click/services/Redirect2.ashx?CR_CC=200132169
                    !!!!   AMAZING TRAINING RESOURCES   !!!

Your App Adventure Starts Here:   Downloads, Training, Expert assistance   
http://www.microsoft.com/click/services/Redirect2.ashx?CR_CC=200132163
Register to embark on an expert-guided 30-day voyage of app development.
Sign up now and you'll receive the tools, help, and support you need to get your Windows 8 and Windows Phone 8 apps developed. Already have an app? We have resources to help iOS developers get started building Windows Store apps.

RESOURCE TIPS:  (top)
Access MVPs – Sharing code and resources
Several Access MVP are sharing resources and links through the website hosted by Arvin Meyer. You will find the tools offered during Crystal’s presentation on her page.   www.AccessMVP.com
Doug Steele, Access MVP and author of “Access Solutions” shares tips and links to other resources.  http://www.accessmvp.com/djsteele/AccessIndex.html

Access Blog – by the Access Team --- one of the top blogs on MSDN!!!
Stay tuned to the community … The team shares insights into their schedule, their favorite features, new features and how to use them. This is also an ideal avenue for the team to talk about issues that are of interest to the Access community. You’ll learn about the people and some of the factors that are helping to shape the future of Access. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, The Access Blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.office.com/b/microsoft-access  
A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance 
www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Visit http://search.microsoft.com/en-us/CommunityResults.aspx?q=office%20community to search through Microsoft community and support options. 

Utter Access Discussion Forum 
Touted as the number one Access community forum!  This may be a great place to get answers to your questions. And, you’ll see several familiar names as some of our members are prolific posters. Hey, there are even photos from the MVP Summit, so check it out! www.utteraccess.com/forums/index.php

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

Access Developer Portal MSDN 
Database samples and tutorials provided by Access MVP and other experts.
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/office/aa905400.aspx 

Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/  or   http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 

OUR SPONSORS (back to top)
Telerik (www.Telerik.com)  (Aug 2013)
Sponsor of the SAG and PNWADG meetings with fun shirts, notepads and other great incentives. Telerik is a leader in .NET tools and host of one of the biggest .NET communities with over 800,000 participants.  

O’Rielly Media  --  (Aug 2013)
Generously providing review copies of Jeff Conrad’s latest book, ”Microsoft Access 2013 Inside Out.”
http://shop.oreilly.com/product/0790145367969.do

Code Magazine   -- FREE --  One Year Subscription   (Nov 2012)
Code Magazine has content covering topics from A to X, and then some --- literally! Check out the index…
With the exciting opportunities for Access 2013, Windows 8, and so much more, you’ll appreciate the value of having the up-to-date reference material provided through Code Magazine. Sign up for your free one year subscription by clicking on one of the following links.  
Link for SAG Members               Link for PNWADG Members

FMS, Inc., (www.fmsinc.com) the world’s leading developer of Microsoft Access 3rd party products with their award winning “Total Access”  including Total Access Analyzer, Total Visual CodeTools, and Total Access Emailer. FMS also offers an Access Help Center with various resources such as technical papers, tips, etc. (www.fmsinc.com/MicrosoftAccess/help.html)

Microsoft is hosting our meetings! And, they have several representatives at our meetings to answer questions and find out what is important to us -- as Access developers. It is great to know that we will always have a member of the Access team at our meetings -- talk about going directly to the source! Microsoft has also sponsored several review and prize drawings. By the way, don’t forget to sign up for User Research opportunities.   These are a fun way to share your thoughts with Microsoft and you earn software for your efforts. Sign up on line ---  www.microsoft.com/en-us/usability/default.aspx 

SkillForge – Live, Instructor-Led Online Microsoft Training (August 2011)
SkillForge is a different kind of training company. Founded by trainers with over 15 years of experience in the training industry, they share one key focus – delivering exceptional training. The instructors are experts in their field with years of real world experience so the lessons convey both technical and practical expertise.
Visit www.SkillForge.com to checkout their course offerings -- including a wealth of Access classes -- sign up; share your impressions with the group!

Webucator – Instructor led Online and Onsite Training (July 2011)
Webucator offers a wealth of technology and business training, with content ranging from introductory courses to advanced programming. The SAG and PNWADG are fortunate to welcome Webucator as a new sponsor. Please check out their offerings and … look forward to special opportunities. www.webucator.com

Wiley and Wrox -- with over 200 years of publishing expertise in the technical communities. 
www.Wiley.com and www.Wrox.com


Sponsors Wanted: If you know of a company that would be interested in sponsoring our group, please have them contact Teresa. Sponsors may provide products for review or help offset group expenses.
*******************************************************************
Calendar Year Dues … $30 per group or ---  join both for only $45! 
The PNWADG and the SAG each utilize a calendar year dues system; so $30 pays for membership for one group from January through December – or $45 for BOTH! In addition to supporting the group activities, being a paid member allows you to participate in drawing, receive review items and other prizes. Everyone is encouraged to participate, share expertise and to ask questions; but when it comes time to dole out the prizes and offer products for review … those benefits are restricted to paid members. 
Please make checks payable to PNWADG and use the memo line to identify the member name and group(s). 
Dues may be paid at the meeting or contact Teresa for mailing instructions.
          …  Paid Members participate in Drawings and Product Reviews!

Meeting Files and Materials
Presenters are encouraged to provide slides, demos and other files that members can download from the SAG website. These can be excellent resources for learning about new features or techniques and figuring out how to incorporate them into projects. If files or links are available, they will be posted on the Seattle Access website. 
As we gain experience with Live Meeting, we will record and share links to select sessions.
*********************************************************************
Meeting Address and Session Times (back to top)
Steptoe Room, Café for Building 40, Microsoft Redmond Campus --- NE 31st, Redmond
Second Tuesday of Every Month 
6:00 – 6:15 Networking 
6:15 – 7:30 ish SAG Meeting ... General announcements, Main presentation, Q&A (may be combined with PNWADG session)
           15 - 20 minute Networking Break with Pizza and Pop Meeting 
~ 7:45 to 8:00
PNWADG Sessions begins;   General announcements, Q&A, Main presentation
~ 9:20 – 10:00
Final announcements and adjourn meeting.
 Directions: From SR 520 Eastbound ...  
Exit NE 40th, Turn RIGHT onto NE 40th, and move into the far right lane. 
Turn RIGHT onto 156th NE - head South.  
Turn RIGHT onto NE 31st. 
Turn LEFT onto the access road for Buildings 41 and 40
Turn RIGHT into the parking garage.  
As you walk from the garage, Building 40 is on the RIGHT and the Cafe is the single story building in the middle. Walk the length of Building 40, to get to the side entrance of the cafe.

Meetings are in the STEPTOE Room in the Cafe. The entrance is on the right side, by building 40. The meeting room is immediately to the right.

SECURITY:  Attendees are asked to have photo ID and must sign in upon entering the building/meeting room. Since exterior doors at Microsoft are locked and require a key card for entry, you will need to ring the doorbell*  
(if you don’t see one call 206-931-0541) and wait for an authorized person to escort you in.   
*Note – TAP on the side windows if you don’t see a doorbell.

*****************************************************
If you wish to be removed from our notification list or have wish to change the delivery email, please email Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com

Teresa Hennig
President, SAG
President, PNWADG
Microsoft MVP

Data Dynamics Northwest
Data Management Solutions
206-931-0541
This posting is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights. Copyright 2004 – 2013  Teresa Hennig
