Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group
Newsletter and Meeting Announcement
Tuesday, May 20, 2008
We’re Going Live with Live Meeting!

We’ll soon be able to record and share meetings using Live Meeting. Thanks to Microsoft and INETA, the PNWADG will have a Live Meeting account and be able to share and/or archive selected presentations. How fantastic is that???  Live Meeting is an excellent alternative to getting everyone into the same room, and it is a powerful tool it works well for projects this means that one of YOU can be in charge learning and managing the files and processes! Plus ... presenters will have the added benefit of using Live Meeting! WAAAHHOOO ...  Send an email volunteer and help LIVEn’ things up!
Ever lost a product key?  --- See downloads section for recovery guidance.

Tonight’s Drawings – BOOKS and more

Newsletter copies and meeting info at www.SeattleAccess.org 

YOU can make a difference  --  AND Win BIG!!
We’re approaching a milestone and I need your help. Your notes and encouragement help keep me energized for the 20+ hours I devote every month supporting the Access groups and members. I do it to make a difference in YOUR lives. Now, I’m asking you to do one thing that will make a tremendous difference to me --- and to countless people suffer from paralysis or other neurological disorders all of their family and friends.
Please, donate to Spinal Cord Society, NW Chapter for Kirk Hennig.
Kirk has been a quadriplegic since a construction accident in Seattle 24 years ago, so he knows what they are accomplishing and how critical current research is. 100% of our net proceeds will go to research!
Kirk has pledged to raise $10,000 and he will match up to $5,000 of individual donations!    
YES ... it is THAT important!

Many companies will also match donations. So PLEASE email a pledge, and I’ll send you a receipt and mailing instructions. scsride@datadynamicsnw.com
As an extra incentive, donors will be entered into a drawing --- with a chance to win Office 2007 and many other items!

You’re also invited to the 13th Annual Spinal Cord Society NW Chapter Charity Golf Tournament
June 16th, at the Mill Creek Country Club.  This is touted as one of the best charity golf tournaments in the west! A fun day for golfers and a great evening with dinner and auctions. So, even if you don’t golf, come and enjoy the festivities for a silent auction at 4 PM and the live auction and dinner at 6.  www.scsnw.com   

Teresa


Newsletters are on www.SeattleAccess.org
Need to change your email address - please send an email to Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com
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If you arrive late, please tap on the side window to get our attention. If that fails, please call 206-931-0541.

Networking
Networking 
Pizza + Pop + developers = Technical Talk Time. Please take a moment to visit someone you haven’t talked with before. How else will you find out what you have in common or maybe able to offer each other? And, since we all have nametags, no need for embarrassing moments trying to remember a name. Nametags are your pass to get to the pizza …    Delivery is scheduled for 6 PM      ;-). (We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests -- please give me 48 hours notice. We average 2 to 3 slices per person, but not everyone arrives early. So, please don’t be disappointed if your favorite toppings are already gone.)

Members are welcome to share job announcements, resumes and business cards. You may also send me an email with your resume along with a brief statement of your specialty, availability and a bracket on your rates. There is no telling when I’ll hear about interesting opportunities.
PNWADG Presentations and Other Events (back to top)
PNWADG May 20 – Leveraging Access with SQL Server by Armen Stein, Microsoft MVP
This is certainly an in-demand topic and Armen is *the man* to turn to for practical solutions and answers. When the situation calls for a SQL Server data file, Access can still provide the easy to maintain and customize user interface that we’re accustom to. Armen will demystify to connection and explain when and how to use Access with SQL Server.
With so much to cover and so little time, Armen will use the Intro Session to lay the foundation for his main presentation. So ... be sure to mark you calendar and arrive at 6 for pizza.

Stay tuned for more SQL Server for Access Developers. Since group members have expressed a strong interest in connecting Access to SQL Server, we’re planning a series of discussions on using Access with SQL Server. Please send me and email if you’d like to help with this project.
June 17th Main Presentation – SQL Server Compact Edition by Bill Vaughn
With all the new options for data storage, it can be a challenge to determine which format is the best fit for your solution – and that’s before you can get started on developing the UI. Bill’s talk will cover a lot of the material from his EBook. You’ll learn the answers to questions such as: “Where does SQL Server Compact Edition fit? How is it different than SQL Server, JET or other database engines? How is it installed and deployed? How are databases created and populated? How are databases accessed, replicated, maintained and protected? 
And, since SQL Server Compact Edition was touted to replace JET, Bill will also discuss whether or not that’s possible. Join us for an invaluable discussion that will give you a foundation for choosing the right DBMS to address your specific data access application requirements.

Bill Vaughn is an industry-recognized author, mentor and subject-matter expert on Visual Studio, SQL Server, Reporting Services and data access technology. With over thirty-five years in the computer industry, including 14 years at Microsoft, Bill made a significant transition in 2000. He stepped away from the corporate world to work on his books, mentoring and independent training seminars. His
latest are Hitchhiker's Guide to Visual Studio and SQL Server (7th Edition) and Hitchhiker's Guide to SQL Server Compact Edition. Bill and Peter Blackburn also wrote the critically acclaimed Hitchhiker's Guide to SQL Server 2000 Reporting Services. He's available for consulting, mentoring or custom training. See www.betav.com or www.betav.com\blog\billva.  
Bill is a recognized member of INETA’s speaker’s bureau. This presentation is sponsored by INETA.

Seattle Access Group

SAG June 10th Beginner’s Corner – Online Training for Access – by Colin Wilcox
With high speed connections, it is more and more common to look for training and resources right when you need them. Responding to our needs and trends, Microsoft is expanding their online resources with more FREE, online training courses. 
Colin is writing material for the online Access training and he’ll be showing us what is available, how to use it and ... asking what we want. So start gathering your ideas for what you want to see, how you want it presented and maybe we’ll even get to share our thoughts on priorities! This presentation really is for YOU ... and YOU ... and You ... ok, and ME ;~)  http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/training/CR101582831033.aspx.

SAG July 8th – Creating and Using a Series of Functions – by Bob Larson
Have you wondered how you can create your own functions and then use them within other functions?  Bob Larson will be presenting on how you can create and call functions to make your code more efficient and reusable.

Bob Larson is an Access Developer with Advisicon, a project management and custom application company in Portland, Oregon.  He has worked with companies such as Boeing, Group Health, Providence Health System, and as a contractor with Microsoft.  He has 11 years of Access experience and is currently an Administrator on Access World Forums and a VIP on the Utter Access Forum, but what’s even more important to us ... Bob is a valued member of both the SAG and the PNWADG. Bob is married and has three children, ages 7 to 11.
Job Opportunities
Consultation Needed Linking GPS Data to Access Solution

Laurie Almoslino, of PC Database Solutions, would like to work with a consultant who has strong prior experience linking a GPS system to an Access database system.  In particular, experience with the fishing industry or fishing boat experience would be most valuable.  This is an immediate need for a quick consulting service.  Please email Laurie if you are interested, laurie@pcdatabasesolutions.com.
Seeking Office Assistant/Excel Specialist
This is a fulltime position for someone who likes to take charge, has a good sense about numbers and is familiar with bookkeeping and financial statements. You’ll be working with great people and have plenty of new challenges to keep things interesting. The location is a casual office in the Ballard area with free parking; there is some flexibility in hours, but attendance is critical. Interested parties should email their introduction and resume to Teresa@DataDyanmicsNW.com

Opportunity for SQL Server Reporting Services Developer
This is a contract position in Seattle. If you are interested, promptly send your resume to me and I will forward it!
Requirements:
*Excellent communication skills, 
*Business Intelligence Development Studio (BIDS) 
*SQL Server Reporting Services (SSRS) - Report Designer 
*MS SQL Server 2005
*Strong experience with SSRS in a large database environment 
*Must have the ability to write reports over Data Marts 
*Experience with Business Intelligence, Data Warehousing and Dashboards 
*SSIS/SSAS desired
Other Events
Microsoft Tech-Ed 2008 Developers Conference June 3 – 6 – Orlando
Early Bird registration – Save $200 if you register by April 18th.

Four days, 16 technical tracks, over 600 sessions, and keynote speaker Bill Gates. PLUS … another chance to hear from our very own Armen Stein –  his first time presenting at TechEd – CONGRATULATIONS!!  And, I’ll be there supporting user groups though the INETA Birds of a Feather sessions and promoting the new user group opportunity with Live Meeting.    http://www.microsoft.com/events/teched2008/developer/default.mspx

ITEC Seattle -  June 10 – 11, Qwest Field Event Center (March 2008)
Register NOW for two full days of training, presentations, exhibits, hands-on workshops and networking.  Twenty six education sessions, covering everything from podcasts to security and infrastructure to WIKI’s.  Learn more and get registered at http://www.goitec.com/sea08/home.aspx 

The Seattle Access Group provides a friendly forum focused on beginner to intermediate level Access development issues. We meet the SECOND Tuesday of every month. We’re a slightly smaller group which affords us the luxury of having more time to explore solutions for members’ problems. I encourage you to join us. For more information, please visit www.SeattleAccess.org. To receive the Seattle Access news letter and meeting announcements, just send a note to Teresa -- It's great if you include a few notes about your interests and expertise in Access.

Downloads, Updates and Other Good Stuff (back to top)
Product Key – Lost and Found (May 2008)
Finally, we have guidance on how to minimize the pain and frustration from loosing a product key. If you’ve lost a produce key in the past, you may have begrudgingly purchased a replacement program. Well, that doesn’t need to be the case, in fact, Microsoft has provided instructions on how to get a replacement key, in KB811224  http://support.microsoft.com/kb/811224

Tips & Tricks – Webcasts and Podcasts from the Experts (May 2008)
Microsoft Webcast Home provides links to valuable resources from the experts. These webcasts and podcasts include great tips, lessons, recommendations and other invaluable tidbits  -- and ... it’s FREE!

http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/webcasts/FX102557791033.aspx

Microsoft Office Live Workspace ---  Free Online File Storage (Update May 2008)
Learn about Microsoft Office Live Workspace, sign up for FREE online storage and enjoy the convenience of a secured location for saving and sharing files. http://workspace.officelive.com/?lc=1033&cloc=en-US

Windows Live SkyDrive -  Online File Storage (March 2008)
Microsoft is now offering 5 GB of FREE, password protected, online file storage! Store your photos and other files so that you can retrieve them from anywhere, share them with friends, or share them with the world. Check out your options at http://skydrive.live.com 
Access 2003 SP3 Hot Fix Link (March 2008)
For every action, there is an equal reaction. And, sometimes it is not as desirable as we would like. This is certainly the case with Office 2003 SP3, which provided some valuable fixes and updates, but also wreaked havoc on other features. To that end, Microsoft has provided a hotfix for some of the problems created specific to Access --- such as losing combo box functionality; http://support.microsoft.com/kb/945674 
Allen Browne, Microsoft MVP, shares some info about review some of the Access bugs introduced by SP 3. http://support.microsoft.com/kb/945674
Office 2007 SP1 (March 2008)
The Office 2007 Service Pack 1 includes security, stability and performance improvements based on customer-requests and on user input received via the Microsoft Online Crash Analysis tool. This service pack also includes all of the updates released for the 2007 Office suite prior to December of 2007. For more information and for the download www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyId=9EC51594-992C-4165-A997-25DA01F388F5&displaylang=en

Windows Vista Service Pack 1 – Released 2/26/08 (March 2008)
Windows Vista Service Pack 1 contains changes focused on addressing specific reliability and performance issues, supporting new types of hardware, and adding support for several emerging standards. In addition to previously released updates, Windows Vista SP1 also addresses some management, deployment, and support challenges. http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/windowsvista/bb738089.aspx 

Download the SQL Server 2008 Express (Update May 2008)
SQL Server 2008 Express is a free, easy-to-use, lightweight, and embeddable version of SQL Server 2008. www.microsoft.com/sql/editions/express/default.mspx 
Download SQL Server Compact 3.5 (Update May 2008)        FREE!!!  and Versatile – learn more on June 17th.
SQL Server Compact 3.5 introduces a host of new features including LINQ to SQL support, Microsoft Synchronization Services for ADO.NET, plus enhanced support for T-SQL statements that lets developers rapidly develop and deploy applications using Visual Studio 2008.  http://www.microsoft.com/sql/editions/compact/default.mspx 

RESOURCE TIPS:  (top)
Access Blog – by the Access Team --- one of the top blogs on MSDN!!!
Stay tuned to the community … The team shares insights into their schedule, their favorite features, new features and how to use them. This is also an ideal avenue for the team to talk about issues that are of interest to the Access community. You’ll learn about the people and some of the factors that are helping to shape the future of Access. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, The Access Blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.msdn.com/access/default.aspx 
Microsoft Learning Center – Office 2007 Training for Developers (August 2007)
Limited time offer for free training on SharePoint (and – potentially -  other Office 2007 products). Offers will change, so check back often. http://www.microsoft.com/learning/office2007/developer/default.mspx

A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance are www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. 
And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Check out http://www.microsoft.com/office/community/en-us/FlyoutOverview.mspx for a comprehensive display topics. You may also find what you are looking for by using http://groups.google.com or try www.google.com/microsoft.html for Microsoft related pages or by setting multiple search criteria at www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en.

Utter Access Discussion Forum 
Touted as the number one Access community forum!  This may be a great place to get answers to your questions. And, you’ll see several familiar names as some of our members are prolific posters. Hey, there are even photos from the MVP Summit, so check it out! www.utteraccess.com/forums/index.php

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

DYNAMIC LINK LIBRARY ARTICLE by Mark Liron, MVP
Learning more about DLL’s is in ongoing theme, so you might want to bookmark or download this page. www.updatexp.com/dynamic-link-library.html

Access Developer Portal MSDN 
Database samples and tutorials provided by Access MVP and other experts.
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/office/aa905400.aspx 

MSDN magazine is available online …

An excellent, searchable resource. You can check out back issues, download articles and source code. Check it out at          http://msdn.microsoft.com/msdnmag

Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 
Travel With out the Commute – Use Remote Desktop Connections 
Terminal Services Client was available in Windows XP, SP2 and will work on several versions on Windows.
www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?familyid=80111f21-d48d-426e-96c2-08aa2bd23a49&displaylang=en 

OUR SPONSORS (back to top)
Advisor Media, www.Advisor.com, is the publisher of numerous magazines, journals and training CDs and sponsor of conferences and seminars. Advisor Media has provided several copies of Access VB SQL Advisor Magazine, and some gift certificates. 

APRESS  --- The Expert’s Voice – search through the online catalog. See any books that YOU want to review? www.apress.com

Microsoft is hosting our meetings! And, they have several representatives at our meetings to answer questions and find out what is important to us -- as Access developers. It is great to know that we will always have a member of the Access team at our meetings -- talk about going directly to the source! Microsoft has also sponsored several review and prize drawings. By the way, don’t forget to sign up for Usability Studies   These are a fun way to share your thoughts with Microsoft and you earn software for your efforts. Sign up on line ---www.microsoft.com/usability/jump1.htm  

Trigeminal Software, Inc, aka Michael Kaplan, our VP for Backwards Compatibility and co-host of the Q&A sessions. To learn a little about Michael and to download some valuable tools, please visit his web site at www.trigeminal.com. The site offers free utilities, sample code and links to numerous articles and postings … and, as I mentioned … you should really avail yourself of the opportunity to read some of his opinions (not that Michael would voice anything controversial <g> ). For entertaining and edifying reading, check out “Sorting It All Out,” http://blogs.msdn.com/michkap 

Sponsors Wanted: If you know of a company that would be interested in sponsoring our group, please have them contact Teresa. Sponsors may provide products for review or help offset group expenses.

*******************************************************************
Calendar Year Dues … $30 Payable to PNWADG
The PNWADG has a calendar year dues system; so $30 pays for membership from January through December. In addition to being a voluntary way to support the group, dues provide entry into drawings. Everyone is welcome to participate, share expertise and ask questions. But, when it comes time to dole out the prizes and offer products for review, well… those benefits are restricted to paid members. 
Please make checks payable to PNWADG and be sure to identify the member. Dues may be paid at the meeting or mailed to:  Randy Weers, Membership VP, 809 NE 70th St, Seattle, WA 98115-5567
Members Only Drawings and Product Reviews!

Come see what we have to offer at the monthly meetings! 
*********************************************************************
PNWADG Meeting Address and Session Times (back to top)
Third Tuesday of Every Month
Networking 6:00 – 6:15 – with pizza
Intro Session 6:15 – 6:45 
Main Meeting 7:00 – 9:30

Microsoft Redmond Campus
Building 34, The Quinalt Room  
159th Ave NE
Redmond, WA 98052

Maps and parking information are posted at www.pnwadg.org/map.asp

SECURITY:  Attendees need to bring photo ID and the first page of this meeting announcement. Since exterior doors at Microsoft are locked, please arrive before 7:00 for the main meeting and before 6:15 to participate in a breakout session. 
Note – TAP on the side windows if you arrive and there is no-one in the lobby to let you in.

Directions (back to top)
Driving: From 520, take the 40th ST exit – stay in the right lane. Turn right onto 40th St – then move one lane to the left. Go through the intersection at 156th, then turn right onto 159th Ave NE. (that is the first possible right into Microsoft’s campus). Turn left into the first or second parking drive. Building 34 is the second building on the left. 

Parking: There should be ample parking in the lot in front of Building 34. Remember, if you park on Microsoft property, you will need to register the vehicle’s make, model, year, color, and license information. You may want to jot this down so that you don’t have to return to your vehicle. Vehicles that do not have a MS parking permit and are not registered may be towed or ticketed. And yes, that really does happen.

A(back to top)rriving Late? Locked Out? 
As much as we’d all like to be on-time, stuff happens. So, we’ll do our best to be alert to knocks on the window. As guests in Microsoft’s buildings, we have agreed to follow their guidelines, particularly with regards to security and parking. So, what are the best strategies for getting in if no-one is at the door?
· Tap loudly on the window (to the right of the doors). 
· Call 206-931-0541. Even if the phone isn’t answered, it will likely alert us to check the door. (ah hah … Having this number is yet another reason to bring the newsletter --page 1 -- with you!)


*****************************************************
If you wish to be removed from our notification list or have wish to change the delivery email, please email Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com

Teresa Hennig
President, PNWADG
Microsoft MVP

Data Dynamics Northwest
Website and Data Management Solutions
206-931-0541
This posting is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights. Copyright 2004 – 2008 Teresa Hennig

